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THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


DR. STEPHENS’ SERMON. 
(Continued from page 260.) 


Which brings us to the second head 
proposed, viz. the profitableness of 


the Scriptures. 
And here a very wide field lies 


before us, where we can only touch 
upon a few of the most prominent to- 
pics of utility, hoping that your ac- 
tive mind will supply any omissions 
and deficiencies. ‘The great end of 
the scriptures is our recovery from 
sin and misery, and our exaltation to 
eternal life and happiness. And for 
this purpose, they instruct us in the 
being and attributes of God, thecha- 
racter and office of the Redeemer 
and Sanctifier, and those duties of 
faith, repentance, obedience, and 
holiness, which are expressly re- 
quired of us on our part. These 
doctrines we must embrace, and these 
duties we must perform, if we would 
enjoy the benefits and blessings which 
they promise. They are given by 
inspiration of God for this end, that 
we may not doubt their certainty and 
efficiency. They are perfect and 
complete for these great and gracious 
purposes, that we may be perfect in 
all the wisdom and knowledge and 
armour that are necessary to salva- 
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tion, and ‘thoroughly furnished un- 
to all good works.” 

But you have heard these doctrines 
so often perhaps, that they produce 
no permanent effect on your mind or 
hearts ; yet this no more destroys 
their truth and reality, than that you 
should behold the sun in the firma- 
nent, unmindful of the majesty and 
benignity of its author, and almost 
unconscious of the importance of its 
beams to vegetable and animal life. 
Weare told, you know, that we must 
be born again, in order to obtain and 
enjoy the kingdom of Heaven. And 
itis through the instrumentality of 
the Scriptures that this renovation is 
accomplished. ‘They are the seed 
of the new birth. They are effectual, 
by the spirit working with them, in 
the heart of every one that reads 
them devoutly, ‘to bring them out 
of darkness into marvellous light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God.”’ 
Says St. Paul to the Corinthians,— 
‘‘In Christ Jesus 1 have begotten 
you, through the Gospel.”’ Says St, 
James, ‘‘ Of his own will begot he us 
by the word of truth, that we should 
be a kind of first fruits of his crea- 
tures.”? ‘* We are born,” says St Pe- 
ter, ‘‘not of corruptible seed, but of 
incorruptible by the word of God, 
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which liveth and abideth forever.” 
Hence, our faith, repentance, and 
renovation, though entirely from 
God, are yet wrought and perfected 
in us, through the instrumentality of 
his word. 

Our sanctification is also ascribed 
to the agency of the Scriptures, thro’ 
the influence of the Spirit, which ac- 
companies them. Says our Lord, in 
his prayer for his disciples, ‘ Sancti- 
fy them you thy truth ; thy word 
is truth.”” Says St. Paul, ‘* 1 com- 
mend you to God and the word of his 
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grace, which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inher itance among 
all them that are sanctified.’ Our | 
sanctification indeed is the work of 
the Holy Ghost, but it is eflected by 
the word of truth, which he himself 
has inspired for this very purpose. 
We are also required to grow in 
grace, and the Scriptures are the 
granary from which this heavenly 
sustenance is to be derived. They 
contain the truths, doctrines, and or- 
dinances, by which we are to be 
nourished up to eternal life. They 
furnish ** milk for the babe, and meat 
for the strong men,” “‘ Desire the sin- 





cere milk ofthe word,” says St. Peter, 
‘that ye may grow thereby.” Says 
our Lord, ‘‘ The words which I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life ;” and these very words now 
form a part of our holy Gospel. St. 
Paul compliments Timothy upon his 
being ‘‘ nourished up in the words of | 
faith and good doctrine, whereunto 
he had attained.” 

The Seriptures are also a source 
of comfort and spiritual joy. In all 
our troubles, and sorrows, and fears, 
they point out the best remedies and 
alleviations. ‘They point us to God, 
the fountain of all comfort and sub- 
stantial consolation. They point us 
to the Saviour, the only infallible 
Physician of sin-sick and sin-poisoned 
soul-. * Behold the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world!” 
And he that looks, with faith and re- 








pentance, becomes quickly conscious 
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of the cessation of his pains, and the 
healing of his wounds! Hence, our 
venerable reformers, in the morning 
of the reformation, tell us, in their 
plain language, that “the Scripture 
of God is the heavenly meat of our 
souls. The hearing and keeping of 
it maketh us_ blessed, sanctifieth us, 
and maketh us holy. It is a sure, 
stedfast, and everlasting instrument 
of salvation. It cometh forth, maketh 
glad, and cheereth the conscience.’’ 
And says David, ‘‘ The law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the soul ; 
the testimony of the Lerd is sure, 
making wise the simple ; the statutes 
of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
heart ; more tu be desired are they 
than gold, yea than much fine gold, 
sweeter also than the honey and the 
honey comb ; moreover also by them 
is thy servant warned, and in keeping 
of them there is great reward.” 

But as these proofs of utility, tho’ 
exceedingly satisfactory to the sin- 
cere christian, may appear mystical 
or enthusiastic to the Philosopher, 
or mere moralist, we have other 
sources of argument from which we 
can show that the Bible is, at least, 
a good and useful book, and worthy 
of their warmest support and counte- 
nance. 

It is useful for its morality, for civil 
government, for courts of justice, do- 
mestic society, information, industry, 
and peace. 

The morality of the Gospel is ac- 
knowledged, even by infidels them- 
selves, to be the purest in the world. 
And the necessity of morality, for ci- 
vil purposes, is admitted by all en- 
lightened statesmen, and even in the- 
ory, by the Illuminati themselves, 
though in principle the most immoral 
society perhaps under Heaven! And 
yet their founder on a certain occa- 
sion exclaimed ‘* we must be moral ; 
we are undone if we are not moral.”’ 
Now, the Scripture teaches us to be 
moral, religious, virtuous, temperate, 
and chaste ; to keep our hearts with 
all diligence, and cleanse ourselves 
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1823. Dr. 
from all filthiness of the flesh and! 
spirit ; to render unto others their 
due, to be just and merciful, and to 
abstain from all injury even to our 
enemies ; in a word, to do as we 
would be done by, and love our 
neighbour as ourselves. Their lan- 
guage is, ‘* Thou shalt not kill ; thou 
shalt not commit adultery ; thou shalt | 
not steal. thou shalt not bear false 
witness ; thou shalt not covet.’ Now, 
where is there such a code of mo- 
rality to be found in all the systems 
of antient or modern philosophers or 
politicians | ? Lycurgus ordained, that 
‘* infants who were deformed or weak 
should be destroyed ;” but Moses 
said ‘* Thou shalt not kill.’ Lycur- 
gus made ‘‘no law against adultery,” 
and hence we are told that ‘* Licen- 

tiousness prevailed to a high degree, 
by general consent ; a community of 
wives being legalized ;”’ but Moses 
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said, ** Thou shalt not commit adul- | 
tery; and Paul said, | 
man have his own wife, and every | 
woman her own husband.”?  Lycur- | 
gus taught his pupils to steal, and re | 


warded those who could steal so art- || 


fully as not to be detected ; but Mo- | 
ses said, *‘ Thou shalt not steal.’ | 
Aristippus maintained that it was no) 
harm ‘to steal, commit adultery, 
and sacrilege ; setting aside the vul- 
gar opinion concerning them.” ‘The 


practised incest, that is, a man could 
marry his own sister ; and they pre- 
tended to derive this practice from 
the gods, feigning that Jupiter was 
married to his own sister Juno ; and 
hence many of their greatest men 


ades, Darius the Permian, Ptoiemy of 
Egypt, and others ; but Moses said, 
* Thou shalt not marry one that is 
near of kin to thee.’ And St. Paul 
required the cucestuous person to be | 
punished. 
ed of ‘‘ brothels and prostitution ; 

but Moses said, ‘* There shall be no 
harlet in Israel;’? and, were the| 
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there would be none in Christendom. 
The polite and learned nations of the 
Greeks and Romans very genet rally 
permitted the custom of exposing in- 
fants, and Romulus allowed the Ro- 
mans to ‘* destroy all‘their female 
children, except the eldest, and even 
their males, ifthey were deformed.” 

These practices were common a- 
mong them, and celebrated on their 
theatres ’’ They also had their glad- 
latory shows, in which slaves were 
obliged to tight with each other, ull 
one or the other fell, mangled with 
wounds.” And so great was the rage 
fur this sport, that no war is said to 
have been so destructive. Lipsius 
“that the gladiatoria! shows 


20 or 30,000 lives a month, 


/and thus continued as they were, tor 


'a long 


course of years, must have 


‘destroyed many more lives than all 


ithe ravages of their wars.” 


tloman 
sacrifices were oflered up in almost 
all heathen countries, and the people 
sacrificed their children and even 
themselves in the fire to their deities. 
In the East Indies, the practice of 
destroying infants, and burning or 
burying widows alive with their dead 
husbands, is exceedingly common. 
Several hundred widows annually , in 
the province of Bengal alone, bury 
or burn themselves ; and many drown 


themselves in the river Ganges, thro’ 
Grecians and many of the antients || 


religious superstition, and all this is 
allowed and encouraged by their 
laws and Priests! In China the prac- 


‘tice of exposing infants prevails to a 


great extent; ‘three thousand an- 


inually ure exposed in the streets of 


'slonary, 


|| Pekin alone.” 
practised it, such as Cimon, Alcibi- 


In many of the Islands 
also these practices prevail more or 
less. In Otaheite, and the adjacent 
Islands, they had been in the habit 
of digging a large pit in the earth, 
and heating it hke an oven into whic h 
‘they threw multitudes of their chil- 


The laws of Solon allow - || dren as sacrifices to their gods. Bat 


iby means of the Bible oll the Mis- 
‘*these abominations are 
extinet in aine of those Islands - 


principles of this book attended to, '! fanticide is abolished, and their altar: 
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that blazed with human gore, now 
send up the incense of piety to the 
God of mercy.”’ And in India, Asia, 
and all parts of Europe, where the 
Bible has gone, it has destroyed, or 
is destroying all these abominations ; 
the spell of Brahma is dissolving, the 
wheels of Juggernaut are scarce en- 
sanguined, the horrid custom of self- 
immolation is daily disappearing and 
the sacred stream of Jordan mixes 
with the Ganges ;”’ that is, instead of 
drowning themselves with religious 
superstition, the people are baptized 
with its waters in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. In other parts of the 
globe mentioned, where the Bible 
has appeared, the thrones of heathen. 
ism have fallen, the worship of idols 
is abolished, gladiatorial shows are 
entirely discontinued, the slave- trade 
is nearly extinct, or at least greatly 
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diminished, and the excruciating 
wheel of the inquisition almost stop- 
ped. Now, all these good effects are 
ascribable only to the purity and mo- 
rality of the Gospel system. Hence 
the great orator Philips, lately before 
the Gloucester Missionary Society in 
England, exclaimed in a strain of pi- 
ous enthusiasm, ‘I desire him (the 
atheist) to produce from all the wis- 
dom of the earth, so pure a system of 
practical morality, a code of ethics 
more sublime in its conception, more 
simple in its means, more happy and 
more powerful in its operation ; and 
if he cannot, O! in the name of God, 
filch not its guide from youth, its 
shield from manhood, and its crutch 
from age.” Itis ‘“*a tree of life 
whose leaves are for the healing of 
the nations.” 


[To be Continued. | 


MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


ON PUTTING OFF OUR DUTY 
TO GOD. 
(In a letter to a friend.) 

My dear friend: Although it has 
pleased Providence to allot us such 
distant abodes that we seldom see 
each other face to face, and converse 
freely as we were wont to do in our 
earlier years ; yet neither time nor 
space have been able to obliterate 
from my mind the impression of our 
former intimacy, or ever to lessen 
the force of that feeling which draws 
my heart towards you. 

I often think of you, and not mere- 
ly as an amiable friend with whom | 
spentsome years of happy intercourse 
within the walls of a College, and 
whom I could wish to see much of- 
tener than circumstances permit dur- 
ing our passage through life, but as 
one with whom I would rejoice to 
spend a glorious eternity. To that 
subject which alone can prepare us 
both for such a consummation of hap- 
piness, | have occasionally adverted, 
as well in my letters, as in those short 
interviews which it has been my hap- 
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piness to enjoy since our College 
farewell. One of these conversations 
{ shall never forget. The thought of 
you, and ofit, ever arise together in 
my mind, and produces the mingled 
feelings of love, hope, and fear. I 
was urging upon you the importance 
ofreligion. Its importance you did 
not deny. I urged an immediate at- 
tention to it. That also you confes- 
sed was due to so sacred a subject. 
But you were too candid to promise 
even to the importunity of friendship 
that you would perform that duty, 
while you felt in your heart that the 
resolution was not yet taken. You 
told me of many engrossing occupa- 
tions and harrassing cares which left 
you neither time, nor heart for re- 
ligion ; but you told me also of a good 
prospect you had of their being over 
before long, when you meant to at- 
tend to better things. Your sinceri- 
ty in thus speaking I never ques- 


|tioned ; but I always greatly feared 


you were deceiving yourself. Has 
not the result confirmed my fears 
and disappointed your hopes? Some 
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years have now elapsed—the more 
convenient period has not arrived— 
(and remember you thought it would 
have been before this) your letters 
show you to be still troubled about 
many things, while the one thing 
needful lies neglected; and a painful! 
apprehension yet rests upon the 
mind of your friend, that you may 
put it off until it be too late forever. 
How can | more effectually evince to 
you my friendship, than by address- 
ing a few expostulations on so dan- 
gerous a course as that you are pur- 
suing ? I will do it with the utmost 
plainness, nor fear to offend, firmly 
persuaded of the truth of a maxim 
which prevailed even in the friend. 
ship of Pagans—** Dilige et dic quod- 
cunque volis,”’ 

l enter at once on the duty, by 
Warning you of one thing peculiarly 
dangerous, because so deceiving, In 
the case of yourself, and all those per- 
sons who are thus jeoparding their 
souls by putting them off with pro 
mises and resolutions. It is this— 
that your conduct in this matter has 
no apparent hostility to religion, a- 
bout it ; onthe contrary it speaks the 


language of promise, has the air of 


respect towards every thing whichts 
good ; hopes and intends better, (non 
su male nunc et oliim sic exit,) does not 
refuse to perform the duty, but only 
puts it off to atime which is supposed 


| 
to be more favourable for doing it in 


the best manner. Doubtless, 1 many 
lay this flattering unction to their 
souls, and even take credit to them- 
selves for honoring God more highly, 


than by attempting to put him off with | 


such a miserable service as 
whichalone they could offer him in 
the midst of 
temptations. We will doit nobly, say 
they, whenever we set about it, and 
not meanly offer God a mutilated 
service, ever halting between two 
opinions, and vainly end: 
cerve two such different masters as 
od and mammon. 


Thus from day to day, and vear to 
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|year, do they put off this all-impor- 
‘tant subject, justifying the neglect of 
| to- -day by the promised attention of 
| to-morrow, as if the habit of to-day 
i were to have no influence over that 
|ofto-morrow. ‘To-morrow, say they, 
‘we will turn over anew leaf, and 
write it out fairly and wise ly ; no blot 
or stain of folly or ot vice shall be 
seen upon it; itis designed for the 
eye of Heaven; as for this of to-day, 
we will dash and hurry over it, no 
matter how carelessly ; but alas, they 
know not that this is the very one 
which may be sealed up for judg- 
ment; that it is the amen of their 
lives, deciding the color of their ev- 
'erlasting destiny. This evil princi- 
| ple (for such it surely is) operates 
| upon all men ac cording to their ages 
‘and pursuits and prey vailing inclina- 
‘tions. In youth how apt are we to 
isay, this is ‘the season for e njoyme nt, 
| 
| 
| 





‘see what an exqusite relish God hi ith 
given us for the pleasures of earth ; 
following nature then, we will rejoice 
in the days of our youth, and yet we 
‘mean not to neglect the more impor- 
|tant duties of religion. In their due 
‘season, when our sun has risen a 

little higher, when we become men, 
{we will put away childish things, and 


devote our strength to God. When 
this period arises, however, the duty 


appears not so pressing, death seems 
yet at some distance ; we need not 
make such haste to be wise; but still 





| 


| 


that || 


all their troubles and || 


‘avoring to}, 


/we resolve to watch our sun, to mea- 
| sure our lengthening shadows, to 
| number our lessening days and apply 
‘our hearts to wisdom before it be toe 
late. In spite of all this caution, 
i however, the acceptable time steals 
our after years passes on 
without striking us with the awful 
difference between the last and its 
| predecessor—the one bringing us se 
much nearer to a dread eternity. 
Various are the pursuits which 
draw off the affections of men from 


| 


| away ; 


= 


li that duty which ought surely to have 


ithe first place in our thoughts, and 





to command the highest exercise cf 
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our noblest powers. One is in pur- 
suit of wealth; his very heart goeth af- 
ter covetousness. An antient has justly 
styled it ‘* auri sacra fames ;”’ to it he 
gives the devotion due to God, and 
yet means not to be finally fraudulent. 
When I have gotten so many thou- 
sands, or added so much land to my 
present possessions, so as to have a 
mere independence for myself and 
family, then [I will seek the durable 
riches, (querenda pecunia primum, 
virtus post nummos. Meanwhile I 
find that my thoughts will be ever 
running toward these things, and it 
1s indeed most true, we cannot serve 
God and mammon ; I will therefore 
serve mammon first and God after- 
wards, who in his great mercy will 
accept me even at the eleventh hour, 
and perhaps reward me as though | 
had borne the heat and burthen of 
the day. 

Another is in pursuit of a name— 
the love of fame is the ruling pas- 
sion of his soul. Through some pro- 
fession he is seeking the object of 
his ardent wishes ; and yet he means 
not to neglect the honor which comes 
from God only. Let my name be | 
once associated with the praise of, 
genius, wisdom, eloquence, and| 
valour, and I have done with this’ 
world’s vanities; I will bring all my 
improved tale nts and hard earned 
bonours and lay them at the foot of 
the cross. My heart, at ease about 
earthly honour, (that being secured) 
can now more freely exercise itself 
upon higher objects, and | will seek. 
and s shall I not find the true glory ? 

Thus also do even the debauched 
and profligate excuse themselves in 
their present courses, fully purpos- 
ing to forsake them. 

‘None so bad but who mean to re- 
form and expect to be better. “I 
shall have peace at last,” says the 
wretched drunkard to himself, ‘al 
though J add drunkenness to thirst,” 
and says it, no doubt, under the full 
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come sober, as some few, very few, 
drunkards have done. 

Thus in all ages have the children 
of men been resolving—how truly, 





how effectually, let man’s moral his- 
tory declare. If all these resolutions 
were availing, how is it that there 
are so many unhappy deaths, that 
there are so many persons who die 
just as they were living at the time 
of these procrastinating resolutions ? 
Ifthere were no crime in thus spend- 
ing the first morning and_ bright 
noonday of life, how is it that the 
evening is so lowering, that the sun 
sets so gloomily to many, foreboding 
to their troubled minds a still gloo- 
mier resurrection under the shadow 
of death? That evil and disappoint- 
ment should be the result, is not to 
be wondered at, when we reflect 
that their very resolutions, instead 
of being acts of virtue, were acts of 
disobedience. God commanded them 
to begin to-day, promising his help ; 
but they impiously said, not to day 
but to-morrow Lord, and put off the 
attempt, as if to-morrow were their 
own, and themselves quite compe- 
tent to the work. 

Against a conduct so ruinous, let 
me affectionately warn a friend whom 
| dearly love ; for I fear he labours 
under the fatal infatuation. As an anti- 
dote to the eyil, let me mention three 
short sentences. ‘Time is short— 
life is uncertain—‘* my spirit shall 
not always strive with man.”? Which 
things duly reflected upon each day 
of his life, would surely preserve 
bim from the ruin which must fall 
upon all those who forget God. 

Time is short. Few and evil are 
our days on earth, and yet what an 
interest is at stake upon them? When 
we think upon the few and fleeting 
moments of time, and then attempt 
to stretch our minds towards eterni- 


ty, and remember that the latter bor- 


rows all its happiness or misery from 
the former, we may well exclaim, 
time.” 
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<¢ Time is eternity,” “ pregnant with | 
all eternity can give.” One moment | 
now must appear infinitely mow} 
valuable as to every purpose of sal- | 
vation, than all the ages of eternity, 
because now is the only accepted 
time, and this the only day of salva- 
tion. A voice from Heaven has de- | 
clared that there is no repentance in 
the grave to which we are hasten- | 
ing ; but as death leaves us, s0 eter- 
nity finds us. When time shall be 
no more, “then past the clement, 

mediatorial hour ; for guilt no plea ; 
to pain no bound ; inexorable all and 
all extreme.’ O time! time! | 
thou shouldst strike thy murderer to | 
the heart, said one who on his death | 
bed heard the clock strike one, and 
which, in that one, struck a thousand | 
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the amplest opportunity of securing 
our salvation, it were infinitely bet- 
ter in us to cast all the blame upon 
ourselves, and resolve henceforth not 
to waste one moment of the few 
which remain tous. If God hath 
given us but a few, he hath made 
those few the more precious ; and 
in this respect also we may be as- 
sured, that ‘‘ according to our day, 


3 


sut, my dear friend, not only is 





| life very short, but the time of its 
| conclusion most uncertain. God 


| hath not allowed us * to be certified 
it is fit \ 


how long we have to live,” but 
Warns us that in the midst of lile we 
are in death. Not only is our life at 
its longest, but a span; not merely 
is there but one step between us 


daggers to his soul. O! for a few and the graves which are ready for 
days more to live, he cried, though | Us; not merely do we pass through 


ages were too few for the muc h I 
have todo. The soul indeed is ofte ny 
tempted to ask why this infinite dis- 
proportion between the time of pre- 
paration and the eternity of woe or 
bliss which is the consequence of fi- 
delity or negligence! Why have 
our lives been so reduced trom the 
days of our forefathers: 
be sufficient for us to know that a 
righteous and mercilul God hath ap- | 
pointed our days ; but the history of 
our forefathers might also teach us 
that there is but little probability, 
that such an extension of life would 
in reality be a blessing. Human 
nature, the same in every age, would 
only lead us to follow the evilexample 
of those long-lived sinners on whom 
the overwhelming deluge came; 
that is, grow more wicked with our 
years ; be poorer for the plenty la- 
vished ; more wretched for the cle- 
mencies of Heaven, and bring down 
accumulated wrath upon our guilty 
heads. 

“In hoary youth Mathusalems may die, 
Oh how misdated on their flattering tombs.” 


Instead of questioning for a mo- 


It should § 





ment whetber God bath afforded us 


our short life as a weaver’s shuttle, 
oras a post that hasteth away, or 
as the shadow of a cloud, but in al- 
peat to the suddenness and unex- 
| pectedness of the event; it is said 
| that some live out not half their 
days. O! with what a dreadful 
surprise does death come upon thou- 
sands of the human race—even as a 
thief in the night, when the good 
man of the house little expected and 
as little desired to be disturbed in 
his slumbers. Be ye always ready 
then, is the command of God to his 
creatures, who are ever putting off 
their preparation for that event 
which must come e’er long, and may 
come much sooner than we are dis- 
posed to believe. But I need not 
dwell on asubject which must be so 
evident and familiar to all men as 
the feeble and uncertain tenure by 
which we hold our lives. 





‘‘' The spider’s most attenuated thread ™ 


Is cord, is cable, to man’s tender tie 
On human life. [t breaks at every breeze,” 


And shall we expose to the ha- 
zard of a death bed repentance all 
our hopes of Heaven, for which the 
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longest life is not more than suffi- 
cient ? 

** Shall we to the mercies of a moment 
Leave the vast concerns of an eternal scene.” 


God forbid that my friend should 
be of that unhappy number, who, 
when obliged to submit to the ne- 
cessity of dying, are ‘“‘ driven away 
in their wickedness,” to appear be 
fore an angry God with all their un- 
pardoned guilt upon their heads.— 
But perhaps you will say though 
life is uncertain, and there is great 
danger in delay, still there is a con- 
siderable probability of my living 
many years, and I, as others have 
deue before me, may postpone this 
duty to a future period, and at last 
perform it to the acceptance of God. 
If such be the hope of your heart, 
then let me endeavour to show you 
its sin and danger, by repeating the 
third of those short sentences men- 
tioned above, ‘ My spirit shall not 
always strive with mag.” What if 
God should give you up to hard- 
ness of heart? What if his spirit 
should withdraw and leave you in 
darkness? What if he should in 
judgment say, “ Ephraim is joined 
to his idols, let him alone?” And 
is there not danger of this to those 
who will now prefer evil to good, 
and darkness to light ? Do not God’s 
judgments begin upon eartb? Even 
upon earth is there not a time of 
grace which suffered to pass by can 
never return? Is there not a mea- 
sure of iniquity which, when full, 
leaves the sinner without hope and 
without God in the world, with only 
a fiery indignation and fearful look- 
ing for of judgement before his 
eyes? Yes, my dear friend, the word 
of God has declared it, and the ex- 
perience of thousands has testified 
to its execution. Every day we live 
Without repentance, makes the heart 
more incapable of it, and every sin 
we commit separates us further and 
further from God, until at length we 
bring ourselves to what has been 


On putting off our Daty to God. 


MAY, 


| justly called the ‘horrid necessity 
of sinning ;”’ when we feel in our- 
selves what the Prophet meant when 
he asked, ‘‘Can the Ethiopian 
change his skin and the Leopard his 
spots.” 

O! say not then that you are 
young, and religion is not so abso- 
lutely needful to you; that you will 
yet put it off a little longer—per- 
haps to old age. If there were no 
other objection to this, | would ask, is 
it worthy the generosity of youth thus 
to resolve—a generosity I know you 
to possess in no common degree? Is 
this a worthy return to your great 
creator and constant benefactor, 
who has been ever loading you with 
favours? Is it a worthy return to 
that Saviour who first loved you and 
gave himself for you; greater love 
than which cannot be conceived ? 
You would not thus treat the friend 
who addresses you, unworthy as he 
is of any ones love. Sooner would 
you die than thus requite the kind- 
ness of that dear parent whom God 
yet spares to her affectionate child- 
ren. And will you ignobly and un- 
gratefully attempt to put off God 
with the leavings of the world ? 


} Will you wear out your strength in 


the service of mammon, and then 
bring the shattered remainder to the 
altar of God—of that God who has 
said the halt, the maimed, and the 
diseased, shall not be accepted at 
his altar? Or do you vainly expect 
that when you have burned out the 
candle of life in the service of the 
world, its last glimmerings will suf- 
fice to conduct you through the dark 
valley of the shadow of death up to 
the regions of eternal day? And yet 
such is the ungenerous conduct, and 
such the vain hope of those who 
say we will rejoice in the day of our 
youth, and walk in the ways of our 
own hearts now, and when we are 
older, we will remember our crea- 
tor, and thus enjoy both worlds. I 











|warn you my friend as with my last 
‘dying words: if you will not remem- 
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ber your Creator when young. the 
evil days are coming upon you when 
you shall say 1 have no pleasure in 
them; and if you have neither plea- 
sure in them, nor hope in God, 
where then is your peace? ‘The 
pleasures of this world are fast leav- 
ing you, and leaving you comlortless 
if you are not making to yourself 
friends in Heaven, who will receive 
you when these fail. Your heart is 
necessarily : 
harder in the service of a hard heart- 
ed world, and soon may it be as the 
nether millstone. Now, God says 
to you, I love those who love me, 
and those who seek me early shall 
find me; now the spirit, strives with 
your rebellious heart ; now the bles- 
sed Saviour kindly rebukes you and 
says, “* Ye will not come to me that 
ye may have hife;”’ now all things 
are ready and invite you to happi- 
ness; but ah, my heart bleeds to 
think how soon it may be changed— 
how God himself may be against 
you—how the spirit, the grieved, 
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becoming harder and | 


Se 





slighted, and resisted spirit, after 


having long knocked in vain at your | 


heart, may take its everlasting 
flight; and even the merciful Sa- | 
viour may say to your feeble and too 
late endeavour to secure his favour, 
“Ye shall seek me and shall not 
find me, ye shall seek and die in 
your sins.” Yes, my dear friend, if 
any of us “when God commands 
us toseek to him by righteousness, 
refuse to hearken, and stop our ears 
that we may not hear, and thus 
make our heart as an adamant stone, 
We may indeed expect that a great 
wrath will come from the Lord, and 
that in us will be renewed the 
wretched fate of rebellious Israel. 
‘Therefore is it come to pass, saith 
the Lord to that sinful people, that 
as I cried and they would not hear, 
su they cried and | would not hear.” 

I have seen this, my friend; In 
the exercise of the appropriate du- | 
ties of my office, | have seen the| 








death of a hopeless man, who had || 
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all his life been putting off religion 
to a more convenient period; but 
death came first, and brought with 
it the pains of hell to torment him 
belore his time. My heart sickens 
at the thought, of scenes which 1 
ain forced to witness without being 
able to administer the least relief. 
The dying send for us ; poor straws 
as we are, they catch at us in the 
hope of rising above the fiery bil- 
lows which are overwhelming their 
souls; with beseeching eyes, even 
alter their tongues have ceased to 
speak, they ask, Is there no hope 
forus? Weeping friends, distracted 
‘relations, repeat the question; Is 
|there no hope for our poor dying 
friend that his soul may be saved ? 
‘The dying thief is on every tongue— 
‘Is there not hope there? Cannot 
God's Almightiness avail to rescue 
him from the devouring flames ’ 
| Overcome by such scenes the Mi- 
|nisters of God are often tempted to 
‘speak words of hope which could 
never be realized. We are about 
to point the eyes of the dying to 
him who expiredio hope and joy on 
the one side of the crucified Jesus ; 
but when we would do it, the dying 
man forbids, he has the sentence of 
death in himself; there is no peace 
he cries to the wicked; and if we 
bid him look to one dying malefac- 
tor receiving pardon, he turns to the 
other dying in his sins and says, 
that is my case; thus | die with 
Heaven’s curse upon my guilty soul. 
‘Thus may my friend never die; ra- 
ther may he seek the Létd while he 
may be found; cali upon him while 
he is near; be reconciled to him on 
earth through the only mediator ; 
live the life of faith, and die the 
death of the righteous; and God 
grant to me and him, a glorious re- 
surrection and abundant entrance 
into his kingdom to spend an eter- 
nity in a friendship infinitely exalt- 
ed above that which has united our 
hearts on earth. 
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THE PLEASURES OF SICK- 
NESS. 

To talk of the satisfaction and 
pleasures of sickness, may appear to 
many a species of unpardonable pre- 
tence and affectation. And to a 
selfish, dissocial, unsanctified heart, 
they doubtless constitute a cordial, 
alike untasted and inconceivable. 
But for all that, they have certainly 
been enjoyed, and may, theretore, be 
honestly talked about. 

The lowest satisfaction which a 
state of sickness allows, is simply 
animal, and is tasted in those few 
periods of ease and relicf when the 
violence of disease occasionally 
abates. This relief cannot be cal- 
led positive bodily pleasure, for it 
falls inconceivably short of a sound 
and healthy action of the functions 
of life. Placed in comparison with 
the delightful sensations which ani- 
mate a young and unimpared consti- 
tution, it might be accounted no in- 
considerable suffering. but felt in 
immediate succession to acute pain, 
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it appears to be absolute ease, and’ 


is dwelt upon and prized as an tn- | 


valuable favour. ‘he most ungrate- | 


ful heart, 


which regards not God, in | 


any of his mercies, will spontaneous- | 


ly value such an interval, more 
highly than years of perfect health. 
And a thankfal christian will place | 
upon it no ordinary value, especial- | 
ly as he will regard it as a father’s 
unmerited indulgence, granted in | 
answer to his frequent prayers. 

A loftier satisfaction which may 
frequently be derived from sickness, | 
is feund in the affection and sympa: | 
thy of friends. <A state of uninter- | 
rupted prosperity may leave us in a 
great degree uncertain who are our 
friends, and what is the measure of }. 
their attachment. Ifit is not warm- 
ly professed, an over susceptable 


heart and a somewhat jealous tem- | 
per, may doubt its very existence ; | 
and if it is professed, one of these | 


peculiarities of disposition will sus- | 
pect it of being a hollow and wordy 





} friendly to his peace. 
of prayer relieves his burdened spi- 
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attachment. And thus, up the very 
hour when affection and friendship 
are put tothe test, there may remain 
in the minds of some people, painful 
doubts whether they are the objects 
of either. Under such morbid feel- 
ings, sickness itself would be the in- 
strument of delight, if it were only 
for the testimonies it will draw out, 
of the love of those whose affection 
we have prized and solicited, and 
been jealous over. ‘The warmest 
tear which melancholy joy ever for- 
ces from the e,e, has been seen on 
the cheek of a tather, when his wife, 
his children, his domesties, and his 
friends, have been crowding around 
his bed to urge their earnest enqui- 
ries about his health, and to ply the 
offices of a dutiful and affectionate 
attention when he can no longer help 
himself or take care of them. 
But the lottiest satisfactions which 
a state of sickness can allow, are 
those which spring from religious 
and devotional sources. ‘The pres- 
sure of extreme suffering, and the 
sense that there is no help but in 
God, act as constraints upon the spi- 
rit to pour itself out in prayer; and to 
its freest exercise, the stillness of a 
sick room, and the wakeful hours 
| of night, are peculiarly favourable. 
* what drives a christian 
| there, he finds happiness in a low 
‘and frequent prostration before a 
| throne of grace: the very attitude is 
The breath 





rit ; and after he has lifted his eye. 


1 languid with suffering, 


} 
{ 
1} 


to the throne 
of merey, it beams forth upon his 
‘attendants, the radiance of compla- 
cency and peace. It is from the fre- 
quency of this exercise, and the 
blessings of God upon it, that all his 
graces acquire new strength and fer- 
-vour. His humility and penitence 
become more deep and genuine, his 
love more sincere and ardent, his 
hope more sustaining and heavenly. 
Of course, all that joy, in this hour, 
is peculiarly his, of which it is the 
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will of his heavenly Father, that he}! will come unto you” God on his 
should occasionally partake, as a! part, is faithtul, nor has ever desert- 
cordial to sustain his spirits, and to! ed a single soul who reposed its hope 
quicken it to more vigerous efforts | upon him alone. 
in its christian wariare. ‘These | | Stull there is a question more im- 
yield him direct satisfaction ; but) portant than. have you found com- 
there is a pleasure distinct from that fort in sickness? and it is this, have 
which the exercise of christian gra- |) you found benefit from sickness ? The 
ces itself affords: it is the pleasure | whole period of actual illness may 
of knowing and feeling that they are | / bea period of spiritual desertion, or 
alive, and vigorous and _= strong. | of mental derangement, in which 
When the christian is Conscious of | cases, no ray of comlort can beam 
this, he can meditate upon his spi- | upon the sufferer. But * the uses 
ritual condition with joy and thank- | of adversity are sweet,’ even alter 
fulness, and look forward upon his | the hour of its severest pressure has 
spiritual prospects with delight. nom past by. Have we then, let us with 
Persuaded “that God has begun a | | livelie ‘st solicitude enquire, have we 
good work in him,” he nothing doubts | | been uniformly made more prayertul, 
but “he will also carry it on unto || humble, and heavenly minded, by 
the day of Jesus Christ.” But there || every repeated visitation of dis- 
a pleasure more direct and more | ‘ase ? Have we always risen up trom 
appropriate than all which have been || the debility ol a sick bed, grown 
yet enumerated; and it is found in) strong in the Lord, and in the pow- 
the assurance ‘that whom God lov-|| er of his might’? Have we issued 
eth he chastiseth and scourgeth eve- | forth from our chamber of confine- 
ry son whom he receiveth. ” Let | ment, with heaven more in our eye, 
but the application of this assurance || and eternity more upon our minds ? 
be made to the sick man’s heart, and | These surely are serious questions. 
you see him no more wreathing un- | May God enable us to urge the en- 
der pain like another sufferer, you! quiries which they contain, until we 
hear him no longer groaning forth | can say, “before | was atilieted I 
in the bitterness of hig spirit, his) went astray, but now have t learnt 
doubts of the divine favour, and his | thy commandments !” A. C—n. 
fears of more dreadful wrath, bui tie | eee 
rises up in all the strength of the in- | J" the Editors of the Repertery. 
ward rsa and “his soul na asap on Gentlemen: Wf on think the bilities 
God his saviour. “God is my por-| a, epee : 
tion,’ he exclaims, “therefore [ |“ CUT" © Promote she caus or 
shall not want. God is at my right |- 
hand, therefore, I shall not be mov- |" 7°" Miscellany. en 
ed. 1 willnot fearthough the earth | [tis but lately, that 1 met with 
should be removed, and the moun-| ‘ Dr. Jarvis’ Convention Sermon on 
tains be castinto the midstof the sea. | Regeneration,” which he preached 
‘O, death, where is thy sting ! O jin Dedham, Massachusetts, belore 
grave, where is thy victory !’ thanks | | the annual Convention of that dio- 
be to God who giveth me the victory, cess, June, 1821, and I must confess 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” |, that | was greatly pleased when I 
If none of this latter class of plea- || first read it, that he selected the sub- 
sures in the hour of sickners have | ject which he did; our Lords conver- 
been ours, we have every reason to, sation with Nicodemus, for he has 
fear that we are not the followers of | treated it in his usual masterly man- 
Him, who has said to his friends, “1 | ner. But there are a few things in it, 
will not leave you comfortless. I ‘to which I cannot readily accede 








you wil) oblige a friend by giving it a place 
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and I should be pleased to see them 
more fully illustrated by his own 
able pen, or that of any other, com- 
petent to the task. Among them I 
will notice the following topic—not 
indeed that I am fully convinced that 
he is wrong, but to show that the 
foundation of his argument is not 
what his unlearned and superficial 
readers may take ittobe. And my 
reason for so doing is, that when 
any thing comes from a man confes- 
sedly learned and candid, with an 
air of confidence, carrying along with 
it the appearance of universally ad- 
mitted truth, when it is not the fact, 
it is calculated to injure the cause 
which it was intended to promote, 
by leading astray such as may not 
have the inclination or the means of 
examining his positions. 

On page 5, is the following: ‘It 
was the custom among the Jews 
when they admitted prosolytes from 
heathenism into the Mosaic Cove- 
nant, to wash or baptize them with 
water, and it was expressly requir- 
ed, that this should not be done in 
the night, that there might be no- 
thing hidden or secret ia the pro- 
fession. ‘The proselytes then laid 
aside their former garments, and put 
on others which were entirely new, 
changed their names, renounced all 
the ties of natural affinity, and were 
called and considered as new born. 
But this baptism was administered 
only to proselytes or those born in a 
heathen state, but never to Jews, or 
those born under the Mosaic Cove- 
nant, &c. &c.”’ 

Supposing, (and I think he was 
correct in supposing so,) that what 
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he has here advanced needed some | 
proof, he has in his notes entered at | 
large on the task. And there he’ 
says, note B, page 24, “ The learn- 
ed of every name and nation, so 
generally agree in admitting the fact 
that the practice of baptising pro- 
selytes asa solemn rite of initiation, 
was common among the Jews before 
the time of our Saviour’s Ministry ; 
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that those who have access to the 
writings of Grotius, Selden, Light- 
foot, Spencer, Wetstrin, Roseumul- 
ler, and others, a simple reference to 
those authors would be sufficient.— 
But as the whole exposition in the 
sermon of our Saviour’s conversa- 
tion, rests upon this tact, it may be 
interesting to those who cannot re- 
fer to these authorities, to see a short 
summary of the evidence.” And this 
he proceeds to give. 

Now I will confess to you gentle- 
men, that | am somewhat surprised 
that the Doctor should assert so pos- 
itively as he has here done, that 
“the learned of every name and na- 
tion, so generally agree in admitting 
the fact, &c.” What says the inde- 
fatigable Lardner? “ As for the bap- 
tism of proselytes, I take it to be a 
mere fiction of the rabbins by whom 
we have suffered ourselves too often 
to be imposed upon,” (Letters to 
Dr. Doddridge.) But further : 

Jennings in his Jewish Antiqui- 
ties, a work set forth in our cata- 
logue of books by our house of Bish- 
ops, says “ From hence, (that is the 
examination he had given it,) it 
should seem that about the middle 
of the second century, proselyte 
baptism was a novel practice and 
had not universally prevailed ; how- 
ever that be, there wants more evi- 
dence of its being as ancient as the 
time of our Saviour than I apprehend 
can be produced, to ground any ar- 
gument upon it in relation to chris- 
tian baptism. We therefore dismiss 
this form of admission of proselytes 
as uncertain.” 

Dr. Benson in his paraphrase of 
St. Paul’s Epistles, page 641, &c., 
says “I have not in the old Testa- 
ment found any instance of one per- 
son’s washing another by way of 
consecration, purification, or sancti- 
fication, except that of Moses wash- 
ing Aaron and his sons when he set 
them apart unto the office of 
priests, Lev. 7, 6, I cannot find that 








the Jews do at present practice any 
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such thing as that of baptising pro- | 

selytes that go over to them though | 
they are said to make them wash | 
themselves. And where is there 
any intimation of such a practice | 
among the Jews before the coming | 
of our Lord ?” 

The learned Dr. Owen, a man 
eminently skilled in rabbinical learn- 
ing, in his SeoAcyoumava after a long | 
dissertation on the subject says, 
“The opinion of learned men, there- | 
fore, about the transferring a Jewish | 
baptismal rite, which, in reality, did | 
not then exist, by the Lord Jesus 
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for the use of his disciples, is desti- | 


ture of all probability.” 


Basnage, in his history of the Jews, | 
lib. 1, chap. 7, says, ‘‘ this custom, | 
(of proselyte baptism,) is not so old | 


as is generally believed.” 

As Dr. Jarvis has quoted a Ger- 
man author, Rosenmuller, let us hear 
also a little testimony from that 
quarter. I might quote Carpzovius, 
Deylingius, Witsius, Doederlein, and 
others, as Opposed to him, and Er- 
nestus also, who calls the opinions 
of the writers in favour of proselyte 
baptism, ‘‘ contortissima et oppido 
redicula;” and also, Danzius, who 
says it is supported by the svle au- 
thority of more recent writers, which 
often deceives us.” But this mention 
of them is sufficient. 

I will add but one extract more, 
and that may be found in the very 
learned and popular work, ‘‘ Horne’s 


Introduction,” vol. 3d, page 282, 2d 
edition. Speaking of the subject. 


this author says, “ there are no traces 
of Jewish proselyte baptism earlier 
than the middle of the second cen- 
tury. Consequently, it is more like- 
ly that the Jews took the hint of 
proselyte baptism from the Christi- 
ans after our Saviour’s time, than 
that he borrowed his baptism from 
theirs: which whenever it came in- 
to practice, was one of those addi- 
tions to the law of God so severely 
censured by him.” 

This then is the admissic 
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the learned of every name and na- 
tion.” L might have cited other 
names equally eminent as those 
which have been mentioned, but it 
is not necessary. The position is 
not so universally admitted as would 
|| appear from the Doctor’s very con- 
fident assertion—This even now is 
sullicientiy evident. 

But it may be interesting to trace 
the evidence on which the Doctor’s 
Opinion is founded. His opinion 1s 
founded, it seems, on that of the au- 
thors whom he quotes. And to what 
sources do these authors reter for 
their information ? ‘To Maimonides, 
to the ‘Talmuds, the Mishna, and the 
Gemara, &c. And these are the on- 
ly ones to which they profess to re- 
fer. ‘They are all Jewish writings 
to be sure, but when written? Ma- 





imonides wrote as late as the twellth 
century. But he does not profess to 
give original information on this to- 
pic. He derives his information from 
the Babalonian and Jerusalem 'Tal- 
muds, and the Mishna, none of 
which were compiled earlier than the 
middle of the second century, some 
say not so early by three or four cen- 
turies. And they refer not to any 
direct precepts or laws, but to two 
or three texts of Scripture, where 
the Jews were required to wash 
themselves. ‘lhe works of Maimon- 
ides are but a stream from the ‘T'al- 
mudic fountain. And on him, subse- 
quent writers, both Jewish and Chris- 
tian principally rely, hence we have 
no information that reaches nearer 





than 230 years of our Saviour’s time 
according to the most favourable 
‘computation. But I am informed 
| that there isa difference even among 
“respectable Jewish writers on this 
subject. Several of them will not 
allow that any proof of baptism can 
be proved from the old testament or 
even from the Talmuds themselves. 

And besides this, it certainly is ve- 
ry singular that the custom which ac- 
cording to Dr. J. so undoubtedly ob- 





tained, and was so well known in our 
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Saviour’s lime, should not be noticed 
in the slightest manner, either by 
the Apocrypha, by the New-'Testa- 
ment, or Philo, or Josephus, or any 
of the ‘Targums or rabbinical books 
written a little before or after the 
apostolic age, though full of the most 
minute observations to be enjoined 
on proselytes. Jennings, before quot- 
ed, says ‘* ‘I'he earliest accounts we 


have of it, (proselyte baptism,) are |, 


in the Mishna and Gemera—the tor- 
mer compiled, as the Jews say, by 
R. Juda, in the second century, tho’ 
learned men in general, bring it se- 
veral centuries lower; the latter not 
till the seventh century. ‘There is 
not a word ot it in Philo, nor yet in 
Josephus, though he gives an account 
of the proselyting the ldumeans by 
Hyrcanus. indeed, on this occasion, 
he mentions only circumcision, as 
the rite of initiation, and saith that 
upon receiving this rite, and living 
according to the Jewish law, they 
from that time became Jews.” 

Now then [ submit it to your se- 
rious consideration, that if the 
“whole exposition” in the Doctor’s 
sermon rests upon the fact, which 
we have been considering as he says 
he does, whether we ought not to 


examine it very thoroughiy before 


we aceede to its correctness. E. 
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Written November 1522, 





Man goeth to his long home, 

And the mourners go about 

The strects. 
From Hy perborean tracts,nerve bracing frost 
Comes riding on the sharp wind of the perth, 
Chasing fromearth and air unkindly tog 
And noxious vapour, foe to human life. 
Hail chill November, tho’ in russet clad; 
Welcome as were those rose diffusing hours 
W bich daneed around the wheels of radiant 


spring; 


But ali too late, for many a sorrowing heart || 


Too late thou comest; for tho’ thy northera 
blasts 


Bear on their wings the genial smiles of 


health; 
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| Tho’ hills rejoice, and vallies laugh and sing, 
| Death was before thee, and much quarry 
| struck, 

| Ere yet thy presence robb’d him of his prey. 


| Far spread and wide the dread contagion 

ran 

From where the Hudson rolls its lucid wave 

| To Florida’s white sands and gloomy pines ; 

| New-York’s proud city pourd the plaint of 
woe, 

| And Pensacola echoed back the groan. 

The voice of mourning came onevery breeze 

Where Mississippi's swelling stream comes 

| down, 

And devious winding, thro’ an hundred vents 

Pays its vast tribute to the Atlantic main, 

The loud lament arose. 


The passenger who left 

The infected town, no ark of safety finds ; 
The luckless steamboat, pent within her 

sides 
Contagion circles round with horrid haste 
Aud seizing its victims—all at one fell sweop 
Triumphant makes assurance doubly sure. 
But not alone; far to the sultry south, 
Beneath hot, lucid skies, and vapours rank, 
And mids’t luxurious vallies, is the gale 
Loaded with steams of death. 


On any brow 
Of cloud capt mountain, or by stream far 
fam’d 
Rushing o’er beds of lime, or spring chaly- 
beate, 
Sulphureous, or saline, the work of death 
went on. 
The victims of disease, from couch of pain 
Slowly are drag’d to quaff the healthful draft; 
The votasies of fashion from their haunts 
Swiftly are whirl'd on pleasures rapid wheels 
Hoping to kill their time—and it was quick- 
ly done: 
For the destroying tyrant met them there, 
And struck most sure, when most at distance 
deem’d, 


Oh! what a crush of hopes and promis’d 
joys; 
What well plan’d schemes, what prospects 
| faty and bright; 
| What tranquil pleasures, and what blissful 
| hours, 
Have proved a dream and been dissolved 
| by death, 
Since this revolving year began to roll. 
_ Had but that warning voice which deathlike 
| came 
To Hananiah from inspired lips, 
Crying, this year thou shalt die, been heard 
by all 








| Who sunk within it to the silent grave ; 
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How had it chang’d those hopes, those pro- ) 


mised joys, 
Those well plan’d schemes, those prospect: 
fair and bright, 
To snares and baubles, hemming up the way 
Which preparation counseld them to walk. 


But yet their hour was come, 


For they are gone, gone, like a tale that’s | 


Departed Friends. > 


How false and fleeting are the joys that re 
On the foundation of this shadow’y world 
Is it? Go view the melancholy shades 
Of Druid Hill, where the by 

Whose smile 

charm, 

, And breath’d 


scene, 


t beaming eye, 


aed radiance on each bative 


a weeter influence o1 


death—is 


Is closed in beamless in the grave. 
told, Is it? Behold the sad and silent t i 
And oh! not yet the year its course hasrun, |; That pours from Hampton’s hospitable door 
Thousands in false security sleep on The voice of song is hushed, aud mirth an 
And take their rest, who will not see it end. | clee 
Did not the Saviour of the world proclaim, !| Fly tar affrighted at the ay 
Tho’ one came from the dead, men would |) Phe wife, the sister, trien ied ot 
not hear, { ‘To take possession Of her NaYrow nowse. 
And the great mass of victims who survive, || [It was a journey she bad long been taught 
Will not be warn’d by the great mass that’s || To hnow that she mu i! from earhest 
gone. ! youth 
But we who felt the blows which struck our |) Hlev steps were led by bright and burning 
triends, liglits, 
Reverberate through oursouls, let usresolve, |; For sweetest spuits watehed ter opemnuy 


While yet “tis called to-day, io atvake and 
work 

As tho’ we had 
sound 

To each and all, saying ** This year thou 
shalt die.” 

Oh, my departed friends, we yet would draw 

Yet ove move cause to say that ye 
friends, 

Were friends indeed. 
may speak ; 

And as fond memory calls you up to view, 

Let me recount the claims, the valid claims, 


heard the 


were 


Which call for all our love and ali our geriet, | 


When each endearing grace which virtue 


ZIVES, 
When softest feelings burned in maniiest 
hearts, 


Such as in Howard and M‘ifenry glow’d. 
When sterling worth alone 
praise 


disclaimiug 


Which every voice poured out with honest | 


zeal, 

When all this could not save, canit be well 
with us. 

But ah! when every charm that wins the 
heart, 

And makes each feeling captive to its power; 

When loveliest lines were on each teature 
traced, 

And every premise which those features 
made, 

Was paid by all the virtues of the mind; 


When all this passed away, in mute surprise, | 


We stand and own, there is no safety here. 
But is it so? Is it indeed the fate 

Of every virtue, and of every charm, 

To sink in dust beneath the arm of death? 
Is it? Go ask why heaves the bursting sigh 
Which agonizing comes from Belvedere. 
The inmates sad, of those ounce happy wails, 
Will tell thee of such losses as shaJl prove 


awful mandate | 


Tho’ dead, ye yet’ 


i] mired 5 

Sweetestinducements beam'd before her eves 
| ‘Po choose the part Bethany’s Mary chose. 
\ Is more required tomake us fecl that lite 

i Iu blooin oi youth is held ly tenure frat, 

! Asis the web of Gossamer which shines 

| Bright in the morning sun, 


1] Hark to that cheer! 
The anchor is aweigh, and to the gale 
j, Uhe gallant vessel spreads her canvass wide. 


| 
; Some the 


auxious boding hearts, are on 


shore 3 
But all on board is buoyant hope and glee. 
Death hover'd Wer her—not in battle hour, 
| Nor yet in storm and tempest did he come, 
}| But creeping thio’? t with fever’s 


le yeins, 


sires, 


Dried up the springs of life. Mournful she 

i} winds her way ; 

'| No seamen’s shout resounds, no song or tale 

On the tore castle takes its merry round— 

Rank lostit claims. The eagle eye was dim; 

The quick, commanding voice was sunk aud 
low; 


The dying sailor heeds no orders now ; 

| The dying oflicer has none to give. 

Thou, gallant Biddle sawest; 
Sawest 

The frequent corpse plunged in its w: 
grave. 


ursti 


with ang 





| Thou feel’st for aJl; but who may tell your 
| griet 

| Tosee the noble youths, your country o} 

1 Coluimnbia’s embrio herves of the deer 

}} Cropt ere the beautcous bLiussoims well were 
|} formed. 
|| There was no help; and now her nat 


i} shores 

i] Th; wo se] see arn 
1 nat vessel seeks again, 
| Lhe 


I 


With frenzied i: 
fatal list of those she left behiy 


red} ead 
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Ob! that l here might pause: 
‘Twas mine to see the widow’d mother’s grief; 
Twas mine to catch the anguish’d sister’s 
sobs, 
Fox all the virtues in a brother lost. 
And it was mine, to see Religion soar 
Far o’er the ills of life, and on the wings 
Of faith and hope, bear the believing soul 
Above these gloomy shades of guiltand woe. 
Here then werest If "tis appointed once 
For all to die, our hour, or soon or late 
Must surely come ; but ob ! his gracious hand 
For you were taken first, and we were left, 
Left still, on praying ground. Left to pre- 
pare, 
Left to heal up, our sin inflicted wounds ; 
Le{t to be wash’d in that all cleansing stream 
Which sanctifies the soul and makes it pure, 
And meek and ready to behold its God. 
Then what a debt of gratitude we owe. 
Being dead, ye yet do speak ; tho’ from the 
time 
Our common parent’s disobedience brought 
Sin into the world, and death by sin, all flesh 
Has been subjected to the penal curse. 
Tho’ we know this ; tho’ we behold the earth 
All arch’d with graves, the tempter must 
have found 
Some credence in our hearts when he de- 
clared 
We should not surely die ; yes, yes, he must, 
For every action of our lives gave proof 
We did believe we should not surely die ; 
You have dissolved the spell. Death struck 
so near 
When you sunk lifeless at our trembling sides, 
Conviction came, and we no longer doubt 
We are but dust, and must to dust return. 


Departed Friends. 


MAY, 


My humble hand may here presume no more, 
Enough, that it has dared to call up themes 
So awful and so vast: far other powers 
Must teach were hope and safety may be 
found. 
Butoh! may noteven this poor trembling 
hand 
Point to yon bloody cross; may it not tell 
A full sufficient pardon there was bought; 
May it not name, the blessed Jesus’ name, 
And, fearless of the consequence, declare 
All must be well, if all is left to Him ? 


Said I not so? Ere yet my task was done, 

Ere yet the attempt to urge my living friends 

To take some timely warning from the dead 

Was fully made, death struck another blow, 

Another valued friend must swell the list ; 

Or, if1 may not strictly say my friend, 

The Husband, Brother, of my _ earliest 
Friends, 

Earliest and ever most sincerely loved. 

Brother of Him* whose face from boyhood’s 
days 

Has worn to me unchanged affection’s smile. 

Ob! then, whilst calling all that’s near ana 
dear, 

All that I love or ever have loved me, 

| T'o seek for shelter ere the tempest comes, 

| To fly for refuge to Salvation’s Rock. 

| That Rock which tho’ ‘tis stumbling, and 

| offence 

| Tothose who will not own a Saviour’sname, 

| Is precious to the humble eye of faith. 

Say could 1 hold, when the cold grave has 











' 


Seeing then that all these things shall be | 


dissolv’d, 
The three last things which our attention 
claim, 
Even beyond the grave, must rise to view—— 
The three last things : Judgment, and Hea- 
ren, and Hell, 
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closed 


| On one so dearly and so justly mourned ? 


Shall I not rather from my inmost soul 


| Exhort with all a brother’s anxious care, 


They would not slumber, till their peace 
was made ; 
They would not rest, until they knew and felt 
That He who is in Heaven had owned thein 
his 
Their Advocote, their Father, and their God. 
*F. Cooke, Esq, P. J.T. 









Gazette, that the Vansittart brought 


ito Port Jackson, Mr. Butler and 


| 


Mr. Hall; the rest of the Missiona- 
ries and Settlers remaining, as it ap- 
pears, at the Bay of Islands. 


| Fromthe statements of the Twen- 


To the notices which we have! ty-Second Report relative to this 


lately given of the state of this Mis- 
sion, we have, at present, no more 





| Mission, which will be read, under 
its present circumstances, with more 


recent intelligence to add, except} than usual interest, we extract some 


that we have learnt from a Sydney | particulars— 







eget EP Re. 


1823. 
Recent Difficulties of the Mission. 


Proofs are adduced in the Report, 
of the promising state of the Mission 
at the time of Shunghee’s return 
from England. ‘The Committee then | 
add— | 

But the return of Shunghee whol- | 
ly changed the face of things! That 
he should carry back with him to) 
New Zealand a mind exasperated | 
against the Society, will occasion | 
much surprize to those who witnes- | 
sed the pains taken to gratify him: | 
but that he did return in this temper, : 





after all the kindness shewn to him, 
has been painfully felt by the Set- 
tlers who remained in the Bay dur- 
ing his absence. Into the circum- | 
stances which led to this, the Com. | 
mittee will not now enter: they have | 
obtained a clue to them, which will | 
Jead, they fear, to some painful con- | 
clusions. 

The manner in which Shunghee | 
evinced his altered temper was very | 
distressing. Hearing, on his arrival, | 


that the barter in musquets and! 


powder, on the part of the Settlers, | > : . 
| to increase his means of conquest 


Was put an end to; and attributing | 
his not being received in England | 
with a full and ready gratification of | 
all his wishes, to letters not having | 
been written to the Society in his. 
favour ; he kept at a distance, for 
several days, from the Settlement at 
Kiddeekiddee. The native Sawyers, 
who had before worked quietly and | 
diligently, caught his spirit, and 
struck work ; insisting on being paid. 
either in the favourite articles of| 
Owder and fire arms, or in money, 
with which they might procure them | 
from the Whalers: as this demand | 
could not be complied with, all left | 
work except two; and it became 
necessary to teach new hands. One| 
of the Settlers writes, in October— 





For many months previous to Shunghee’s 
return, they did not request any such thing; 
but since that time, he having brought out a 
number of fire-arms with him, the Natives, 
one and all, have treated us with contempt: 
they were almost past bearing with—com-’ 
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‘ing into our houses whea they pleased—de- 


manding food—aad thieving whatever they 
could lay their hands on—breaking down 
our garden fences, and stripping the ship's 
boats that came up, of every thing they 
could. They seemed, in short, ripe for any 
mischief, and I had my tears that they would 
have seized on the whole of our property 3 
but the Lord, who is a very present help in 
trouble, heard our prayers. Had Mr Mars- 
den himself been among us, much as he de- 
Serves their esteem for what he has done for 
them, | believe he would not have escaped 
without insult. 


Every thing was now to bend to 
war, Mr. Kemp says of the natives— 


Many times, when I have refused to mend 
their arms, they have demanded my tools 
to repair them themselves, and have taken 
out of my shop what they pleased. I have 
always endeavoured to shew them the im- 
propriety of their conduct towards us, but 


| withoutany effect. Thanks be to the Lord for 


His grace, which has enabled me hitherto to 
bear with their insults: but, | am sorry to 
Say, they are getting worse; and we can 
now scarcely induce a Native to work for 


llb. 


The great object of Shunghee’s 
voyage, now appears to have been 


over his countrymen. When he ar- 
rived in Port Jackson on his return, 
he found there tour Chiefs from the 
River Thames, who were brought 
thither in the Coromandel, in their 
way to this country. Mr. Marsden 
took measures to prevent them from 
prosecuting their voyage ; and Shun- 
ghee, doubtless with a view to his 
own objects, strongly dissuaded them 
from going to England on account 
of the injurious effects of the climate 
0. himself andtheir countrymen. But 
he was now meditating a formidable 
expedition against the districts with 
which these very Chiefs were con- 
nected. Of this expedition, one of 
the Settlers writes— 


The Expedition lately fitted out from the 
Bay of Islands, with Shunghee at its head, 
is a very formidable one indeed. I suppose 
there are at least 50 canoes, 2000 men and 
upward, a great number of musquets, and 
plenty ofammunition, Thev intend to sweep 
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with the besom of destruction, if not prevent- 
ed by our God. ‘The heart sickens to think 
of the desolation which they meditate. 


Another Settler thus strengthens 
himself, under these painful circum- 
stances, in reliance on the Divine 
Promises— 

The greatest part of the Natives are gone 
with Shunghee to the River Thames, on a 
fighting expedition: it is believed to be the 
greatest party, and armed with the largest 


nuinber of musquets, that ever went Out of 


the Bay of Isiands. It is their determination 
to destroy men, women, and children; the 


party to which they are gone, not being 


able to stand in their own detence, for want | 


of the same arms. 
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i 
| 
} 
i 





But let us not forget that (he Lord God | 


omnipotent rergneth : 


and when His time is | 


come for the convertion of these Heathens, | 


tll obstacles shall fall to the ground, anda 
highwoy shall be made for our God. ‘The 
Lord hath said, by the mouth of His prophet 
Micah, He will judge among many people, 
and rebuke strong “natiwns afar off; and 
they shall beat their swords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks: 
nation shall not lift up @ sword against na- 
tion; neither shall they learn war any more. 
It is by faith on the promises of God’s Word 





the dav when the New Zealanders shall hear 


in their own tongue, the wonderful works of 
: } e hay wr ‘ ' 
God. May the Lord hasten that happy day! 


A Missionary belonging to a kin- | 
dred Society was, soon alter, at the | 
Bay; and thus writes, in reference | 
to this subject :— 


With much grief I inform you, that no 


more good has resulted from the visit of || 
| would improve, though the immedi- 


Shunghee and Whykato to England; they 


have laid aside all their European dresses, 


Accounts have 
1 


ay 


greater part of the Island. 
been received, that they have 


men. 

It would giieve your soul to hear how 
these people talk. 
with them, as their language is, in some re- 
spects, similar to the Taheitean. I talk with 


illed, and 
have most likely eaten, several hundred | 


f can converse @ little | Tt was, indeed, one of the evil et- 


MAY, 


Oh may the time hasten on, when the 


| hearts of these lion-like New Zealander: 
| shall be sprinkled with the peace-speaking 


blood of the Lamb, 


Mr. Francis Hall writes further on 
this melancholy state of things :—- 


Shunghee is highly esteemed among his 
people as a great and successful warrior ; 
nay, they look upon him as a ‘* god :”” but 
he has not always power to restrain thei) 
violence, as we found in the late commo- 
tions. Their success in war, and the advan- 
tages which they have derived through the 
Mission, and their intercourse with the ship- 
ping, have injured them. From what I have 
lately seen of the Native Mind, I am led to 
believe, that, had Shunghee died in Eng- 
land, not only all our property, but most like- 
ly all our lives, would have fallen a sacri- 
fice to the dire superstition by which these 
people are held as in iron-bondage. 


At the date of the last advices, 
the unsettled state of the natives, as 
might be expected, occasioned the 
delay of various plans for their bene- 
fit. Mr. Marsden had wished some 
of the Settlers to fix at the Gambier 





‘and onthe west side of the 'hames: 


i we find comfort, in looking forward to |; 
that i > 


but, at a meeting held in Octoher, it 
was considered requisite, under the 
peculiar circumstances of the coun- 
itry, that every one should, for the 
present, continue at his station. Sup- 
plies were requested from the Soci- 
ety, for the erection of Places ot 
Worship and School Rooms at Ran- 


''gheeho and Kiddeekiddee, in the 





confidence that the state of things 


\ate prospects were discouraging.— 
and have set off to murder and plunder the || 


Che difficult circumstances of the 


| Mission, had prevented that atten- 
{ion to Schools, which wiil prove, 
‘under the blessing of God, one ot 


| the main instruments of its success. 


i 
i} 

' 
I 

' 

| 


} 
if 


them frequently on what the Almighty pow- | 


er of God has efiected at Taheite; and state 
to them the evil and wickedness of war, of 
murder, and of eating human flesh, and that 
the Taheiteans do not do these things, but 
worship the true God and live ia peace ; but 
Nothing now is accounted good with them, 
put war, and murder, and plunder, 


if 
if 
1} 
}j 
} 
i] 
j 
} 


}} 


‘fects of the disturbances, that the 


people became disinclined to send 
their children to learn any thing of 
the Settlers. Shunghee declared 
that he wanted his children to learn 
to fight, not to read. 

From the same despatches, it ap- 
pears that cultivation was prospering 
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at the close of the year, at both Set- | 
tlements. Mr. W. Hall writes of| 


Rangheehoo— | 


I have a sufficient quantity of wheat grow- 
ing to serve my house and family the year 
round, if nothing happens; besides several 
patches in different parts of the surrounding 
country among the Natives. 


} 
{ 


Mr. Francis Hall writes, of himself | 
and Mr. Kemp, at Kiddeekiddee— | 


| 
| 


j 


We have in our garden, European fruit- 
trees and vegetables of many kinds. Oh, 
that the people were as good in proportion 
as the soil and climate! it would then be a 
pleasure to live amongthem. We havecut 
aspasyagus as thick as my finger, which I 
planted since we came to Kiddeekiddee.— 
There are peach-trees five feet high, which | 
I planted from stones at the same time. | 
have distributed among the neighbouring 
Chiefs, many peach-trees, vines, seeds, &c.; 
and perhaps at some future day} whenthey 
taste the sweets of them, they may remem- 
ber and be sorry for their bad conduct. 
have upward of three acres of as fine wheat | 
as ever grew, and an acre-and-half of bar- | 
ley; which will be enough for our family | 
for the coming year, if we are permitted to | 
reap. 





| 
Mr. Butler says of the cultivation 
and buildings under his own imme- 
diate care at Kiddeekiddee— 


We | 


a“ 
J 
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0 






barley and oats; growing at this time, all 
locking remarkably well: | sowed all the 
grain with my own hands, and had no as- 
i sistance to work thé land but my natives. 





Our garden is full of a variety of vegetables, 
| with many young truit-trees, and an excel- 
jlent bed of hops, containing 14 hills. We 
| have also 158 rods of seven feet pale-tenc- 
| iug standing round our paddock, garden, 
| house, and yard; made almost entirely by 
| Natives, with the assistance of myself and 
my son: 
| by 10; a fowl-house, 21 feet by 10, a goat- 
| house 8 feet by 10; a house for the working 
| Natives to live in, and for a school tor them, 
| 27 feet by 105; the Natives’ house not vet 


finished. 
| 


| 


also a new potato-house, 30 feet 


The Committee cannot but ear- 
nestly commend this Mission, under 
\its peculiar difficulties, to the sym- 
pathy and prayers of the whole So- 
‘ciety. It might be expected that 
the God of this World would con- 
| tend fiercely for that dominion, which 
he exercises over these oppressed and 
‘degraded tribes. It is not, therefore, 
' in this conflict, against flesh and blood 
only, the depravity of the people 
themselves, that we wrestle ; but, as 


| exercising over these people an es- 


pecialand malignant tyranny, against 
principalitics, against powers, cgainst 


| the rulers of the darkness of this world, 


against spiritual wickedness in> high 








I have seven acres of wheat and six of 
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Proceedings of the Board of Directors | 
of the Domestic and Forcign Mis- | 
sionary Society of the Protestant | 
Episcopal Church in the United! 
States. | 


(Continued from page 
Adjourned Meeting of Episcopalians 
on the Subject of Missions. | 


OG 


~~) 


At an adjourned meeting of the 
Episcopalians of the City and Liber- 
ties, friendly to the Society for For- 
eign and Domestic Missions, held at 
St. James’s Church, on the Sth day | 
of November, 1822: 
The Right Rev. Bishop White, | 


| 
| 
' 


places. { London Mis SLONUTY Register. 









PELLIGENCE., 


president of the Society, took the 
chair, and opened the meeting with 
prayer. John C, Lowber was cho- 
sen secretary. 

The Committees appointed at the 
last meeting to make collections in 
their respective churches, being cal- 
led on to report : 

The Committee for St. James’s 
Church reported in part, that they 
had collected six hundred and twen- 
ty-one dollars. 

The Committee for Christ Church 
‘reported in part, that they had eol- 

lected forty-three dollars. 
The Committee for Se. 


Paul's 
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Church reported in part, that they 
had collected one hundred and thir. 
ty-two dollars. 

The Committees for St. Peter’s, 
St. John’s, and ‘Trinity Church, 
were not ready to report. 

The following resolutions being 
introduced and enforced with suita- 
ble remarks, were adopted. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Bedell, 
seconded vy the Rev. Dr. Abercrom- 
bie : 

** Resolved, That the thanks of this meet- 
ing be tendered to the various Committees 
for what collections thev have already made, 
and that they be requested to continue their 
exertions.” 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Mont- 

omery, seconded by James M. 
eas Esq.: 

‘* Resolved, That the members of the 
Church in other parts of the country, be 
hereby earnestly and affectionately request- 
ec, to co-operate, with the concurrence of 
the proper ecclesiastical authority, with the 
efforts we are making in behalf of * The Do- 
mestic and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protesta 't Episcopal Church in the Uni- 
ted States:’ and that it be recommended to 
them, to adopt measures similar to those in 
prosecution here to call the Public attention 
to the important objects of the Society, and 
to aid its funds.” 

It was then, on motion of Mr. 
Wheeler : 


** Resolved, That when this meeting shall 
adjourn, it will adjourn to meet at this place 
on the last Tuesday of this month, at 7 
o’clock, P, M.” 

Joun C. Lowser, Secretary. 


The following are the concluding 
remarks made by a gentleman whol 
presented one of the above resolu- 
tions : 

‘It is a truth written on the ru 
ined walls of many of our churches, | 
it isa truth which dwells in the aw- 
ful and melancholy stillness which 
pervades many of those places where 


° a . | 
once in the use of our sublime and}; 


enrapturing liturgy, the hearts of a 
worshipping people were lifted up in 
the morning and the evening saeri- 


fice, now silent as the grave,—it is 


Domestic Intelligence. 
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|a truth told us in the numbers of 
| those who, for want of opportunities 
in our own church, have been oblig- 
‘ed to seek for refuge in the bosom 
of other denominations, that we have 
too long neglected our bounden du- 
'ty. Yet what is the church to do, 
unless her members, with a liberali- 
ty which shal! honour them, aye, 
_and which may be recollected to 
their gain at that period when o’er 
the ruins of afl earthly and adv enti- 
tious distinctions, the rich and the 
poor meet together.—I reiterate it, 
—what is the church to do, unless 
her members come forward, and out 
of the ability whieh God has given 
them, return him a free-will offering? 
See the effects which our backward- 
ness has already produced. Look 
to every part of the habitable globe 
—look to every part of our own 
land—look to many ruined church- 
-es—other labourers than our own 
reap these fields on every side now 
ripe to the harvest,—other shepherds 
than our own tend those flocks which 
might have eaten in our rich pastures 
and have been sheltered within our 
folds. If the members of our church 
will but second the efforts of the So- 
ciety, these things shall not always 
be so; but the time shall soon come, 
'when our church shall co operate 
largely in evangelizing the world— 
shall see the wilderness and the so- 
litary place made glad by the cheer- 
_ing influence of the gospel—shall 
send the Bible and the Liturgy, the 
greater and the lesser lights of the 
Christian Church, and shall see our 
churches rising hens their ruins, and 
‘filled with zealous worshippers. Oh 
/how soon would this be done under 
the directing energy of Grace, if our 
churchmen felt as did He, who in the 
| 137th Psalm vented the feelings of 
his soul in these emphatic strains : 


When we our weary limbs to rest, 

Sat down by proud Euphrates’ stream, 
We wept, with doleful thoughts opprest, 
And Zion was our mournful! theme, 


Ln ne 
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Our harps, that when with joy we sung, 
Were wont their tuneful parts to bear, 
With silent strings, neglected, hung 
On willow trees that withered there. 


O Salem! our once happy seat, 

When I of thee forgetful prove, 

Then let my trembling hands forget 

The speaking strings with art to move. | 
| 

If I to mention thee forbear, 

Eternal silence seize my tongue ; 

Or if I sing one cheerful air, 

Till thy deliverance is my song!” 


ae 


REV. MR. BEDELL’S REPORT. 
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It unfortunately hap- 
pened, that when | reached New 
Haven, the bishop was absent, and 


'1l was prevented trom obtaining such 








10 the Executive Committee of the For- | 


eign and Nomestic Missionary So- | 


ciety of the Protestant Episcopal 

Church. 

Gentlemen :—In offering my re- 
port to the Executive Committee ol 





the General Missionary Society, L 
have to regret that my success has, 
not been so great as I had fondly 
hoped for, but still as great as under 
existing circumstances could have 
been reasonably anticipated. ‘I'he 
formation of a society for missionary 
purposes, whose operations are in- 
tended to be extensive, is a circum- 
stance yet new to the Episcopalians 
of our country, and it will require 
some considerable time to produce 
such a favourable impression as shall 
lead them to enter into the subject 
with a zeal and energy at all pro- 
portioned to the importance of the 
object. 1 am happy to state to the 
Committee, that | have not found in 
any of the places which I have visit- 
ed, any thing like hostility to the ob 
jects of the institution. but where- 
ever there has not been a_ hearty 
and decided approbation, there has 
been nothing more than a lukewarm- 
ness and indifference. The Society 
will be under great obligations to 
the Right Rev. Bishop Brownell, and 
such of the clergy of his diocess as 
I have been enabled to visit, for 
their cordial approbation of the ob- 
ject, and the prompt and effectual 





assistance which they have given to| 





information respecting the situation 
of some parishes, as would have en- 
_abled me, without any loss of time, 
ito make collections in them. Owing 
to this absence of the bishop, and 
‘also to the circumstance of the wea- 
| ther being extremely untavourable, 
| I was advised by the Rev. Mr. Cros- 
{well to postpone the collection un- 
'tilmy return. 1 however stated to 
the congregation the object of the 
Society, and endeavoured at that 
time and subsequently, to preduce 
a favourable impression. rom New 
Haven | proceeded to Hartlord, 
where an appointment had been 
made for Thursday evening, the 3rd 
of October. I here found the Rev. 
Mr. Wheaton very particularly in- 
terested in the great subject of mis- 
sions, and at his solicitation, together 
| with the advice of others who ap- 
| peared much engaged in the business, 
IL consented to remain and not take 
the collection until Sunday, the ¢th 
Instant. 

On Sunday evening, the 6th in- 
stant, | preached, and took up the 
collectionin Hartford, which amoun- 
ted to $62. ‘This has since been 
increased, on my return through 
Hartford, to $75. On Monday even- 
ing, the 7th, I preached, and took 
up a collection in the church at Mid- 
dletown, amounting to S21. It was 
in this town, that a lady, whose name 
is not to be mentioned, offered to the 
society the securities, referred to in 
my letter to the Committee, amount- 
ing to about eleven hundred dollars, 
from which will be to be deducted 
the expense of collecting. ‘This is 





most unquestionably a noble exam- 
ple to those who are rich in this 
world’s goods, and who can without 
injury to themselves, do incaicula- 
ble good to the cause of the Lord, by 
a charity proportioned to their abil- 
ities. May the blessing of many who 
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are ready to perish for lack of spiri- 
tual food, reward the individual who 
has so liberally sought to provide 
the society with the means by which 
they may administer to the hungry 
the bread of eternal! life. I here met 
with much valuable assistance from 
the Rev. Mr. Noble, rector of the 
church, who has expressed much in- 
terest in the affairs of the institution. 
I ought not to forget the kind atten- 
tions and assistance of the Rev. Mr. 
Rutledge, of the diocess of South- 
Carolina, who had been spending 
the season in Middletown. From 
this place I proceeded to New Lon- 
don, where an appointment had been 
mide for me to preach on Thursday 
evening, the 10th instant. This, 
however, was prevented by rain, and 
a violent attack of sick head ache, 


which confined me to the bed near- } 


ly two days. I was therefore com- 
petied to remain until Sunday, the 
13th instant, when | preached, and 
took up a collection amounting to 
$42. I here found the Rev. Mr. 
Judd, much interested, and prompt 
in every measure likely to render 
the collection respectable. From 
this place I was to have gone on to 
Providence, Rhode Island, having 
received a very friendly letter from 
the Rev. Mr. Crocker on the subject, 
but as the time allowed me to be ab- 
sent from Philadelphia had now ex- 
pired, and as I was not welling to 
encroach upon the permission 
granted by the trustees of my church, 
as it might have interfered with their 
arrangements,! was compelled toturn 
my face homeward. When I reach- 
ed New Haven, on my way back, | 
preached on Sunday, the 20th, and 
took up a collection amounting to 


about $70, which finished my duties | 


in Connecticut. ‘The Rev. Mr. 
Croswell had been active during my 
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! abundant success. 





absence, in endeavouring to ensure | 


the success of my application, and | 


in every particular was of essential 
service. I here met with the bishop, 
who gave me much information, 
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which would have enabled me to do 
considerably more, had I the requi- 
site time. 1 trust, however, that my 
mission has been of some importance 
by placing the subject distinctly be- 
lore the minds of the people, and 
preparing the way by which any fu- 
ture agent may meet with more 
To recapitulate 
the collections :-— 


In Hartford,..cccccccosesseeQid 
Middletown, .e.cees 
New-London,.c.ccccscees 42 
New-Haven,ccccos cocee VO 

20% 
Besides the $1100, a donation by the ja- 
dy alluded to, 
tespectfully submitted, 
G. T. BEDELL. 








MR. EPHRAIM BACON’S RE. 
PORT. 
To the “Executive Committee of the So- 
ciely for Demestic and Forcign 
Missions. 


Gentlemen :—September 17th, I 
lelt Philadelphia, arrived at New 
York on the 18th, and from thence, 
| proceeded to the Eastern Diocess, 
arrived at Providence, Rhode Island, 
on the evening of the 19th, where I 
learnt that the Rev. Mr. Crocker 
was not in town. On the morning 
of the 20th, went to Bristol, and 
i called at the residence of the Right 
| Rev. Bishop Griswold, who, I found, 
was absent on a visit to distant par- 
ishes. Asa biennial convention was 
'to be holden at Portsmouth, New 
| Hampshire, on the 25th, I returned 
‘to Providence at evening, and on 








| Saturday, the 21st, proceeded to Bos- 


ton, where I arrived the same day, 
and continued my journey that night 
to Newburyport. ‘There I had the 
gratification of hearing the worthy 
Bishop of the Eastern Diocess preach 
in St. Paul’s Church; after divine 
service, I delivered an introductory 
letter to him, and, at the same time, 
made the object of my visit known 
‘to the Rev. James Merss, Rector of 











1823. 






St. Paul’s Chureh, who cheerfuily , 
rendered much friendly assistance. 


annexed to my credentials, after |, 
which | prepared a Subscription book 


for Domestic and Foreign purposes. | 
Tuesday, September 24th, waited |! 
who headed | 


on Dudley Ting, Lsq. w 
the list in that town ; after which ! 





made many solicitations—at length, | 


visit Portsmouth ; 
Sep- 


I was advised to 
and, on Wednesday morning, 
tember 
mouth, where L made known the ob- 
ject of my visit, to the Reverend | 
Clergy, and Lay Deputies of the| 
Convention then sitting ; 
whom were the Rev. Dr. Jarvis, and | 
the Rev. Mr. Eaton, of Boston, who 
were very friendly to the s@veral ob- 
jects of the Society. I opened a| 
subscription which was commenced 
by James Sheafe, Esq. who appear- 
ed to take a lively interest in the 
cause of missions, and in the wel- 
fare of the church generally, as did 


in Portsmouth, endeavouring to ex- 
cite a general interest, especially 
among Episcopalians, | left Ports-| 
mouth and returned to Newburyport | 
(not having found sullicient encour- | 
agement to warrant the extending | 
of my journey farther eastward, ) | 
where I recommenced my solicita- | 
tions among the | 
church. I also called on William | 
Bartlett, Esq. andseveral other mem- | 
bers of the Congregational Church, 
who manifested their approbation by 





contributing aid in behalf of the At- 


rican Mission. 

‘Tuesday, October Ist, left New- 
buryport and returned to Boston, 
partly for the purpose of making ad- 
ditional enquiries for a vessel to Af- 
rica, but ascertained that no vessel 
was expected to be despatched for 
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| 

25th, proceeded to Ports- | 
€ ir received thirty dollars. 


| 
among | 


|fully rendered very 
both by his influence and subscrip- 
| tion, and gave me a note to William 


members of the || 
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2d, 


Wednesday, October 


ithe Rev. Mr. Eaton, Rector of Christ 
Monday morning, September 23d, lc hurch, who advised that I would 


I waited on the Bishop, who cordial- |! do well to wait until the return of 
ly gave his approbation in writing, | 
which I caused to be printed and | 


visited 


Dr. Jarvis, who was from home.— 
‘Therefore,in the meantime, | thought 
(proper to visit Salem. Arrived in 
‘palem on ‘Thursday evening, and, 
on the morning of the 4th of October, 
called on the Rev. Mr. Carlisle, to 
whom | had a letter. He iniormed 
me that there was a Missionary So- 
ciety in St. Peter's Church, and that 
the constitution required that their 
funds should be appropriated to do- 
mestic purposes : from this Society 
I made 
other frequent solicitations, but to 
| little effect. 

I visited Mr. Gould, at Beverly, 
who had made several voyages to 
Africa, from whom | obtained use- 
ful information. On Saturday even- 
ing, October 5th, | returned to Bos- 


ton. Sunday evening, October 6th, 
the Rey. Mr. Eaton having given 


previous notice, a collection was ta- 
ken up in Christ Church, in aid oi 


the funds for an African Mission. 
also several other members of the |) 


church. After spending several days | 


Monday, ery 
the Rev. Dr. . 


7th, called on 
Jarvis, who most cheer- 
essential aid 


P. Green, Esq. counsellor at law, 
who not only contributed liberally 
himself, but collected several dona- 
tions from his friends, and would 
have accompanied me in making so- 
licitations among his friends and the 
members of the churches had not in- 
disposition prevented. Mr. Daniel 
Noyes, a member of the congrega- 
tional Church, cheerfully contribut- 
ed himself, and went around with me 
among his friends, who generally 
contributed, and manifested a lively 
interest in a Mission to Africa. f 
continued solicitations in Boston un- 
til October 22d, when I returned to 
Providence, Khode Island, and call- 
ed on the Rey. Mr. Crocker, to whom 





that coast this fall. 





f had a letter: he cordially assisted 
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me by his influence, preached a ser- 
mon, and took up a collection for the 
benefit of an African Mission. 
Thursday, October 24th, went to 
Bristol and waited on the Right 
Rey. Bishop Griswold, who kindly 


assisted me in the objects of my| 


visit. General George D’ Wolf con- 
tributed liberally, as also did seve- 
ral other members of the church. 

Saturday, October 26th, proceeded | 
to Newport, Rhode Island, and call- 
ed at the residence of the Rev. Mr. | 
W heaton, but found that he was not 
in town. After which, I waited on 
several members of his vestry, who 
appeared to be friendly to the 
objects of the Society. After having 
spent several days I had obtained 
but limited aid ; yet there is reason 
to hope that an auxiliary society 
will be formed to aid the funds of 
the general society in its several be- 
nevolent objects,—and that Provi- 
dence and other towns will not be 
found among the last to lend their 
benevolence to aid in the glorious 
cause of evangelizing the world. 

I had several interviews with Cap- 
tains Devens and ayer, who had 
frequently sailed to the Western 
Coast of Africa, as had also Captain 
Gould, before nentioned; allof whom 
agreed that the Goid Cuast was by far 
the most eligible for a missionary 
station. Having had intercourse with 


nearly all the tribes on the Western |) 


Coast, they deem the natives on the 
Gold Coast to be less ferocious and 
warlike—to have acquired more of 
the English language than others— 
to have become more acquainted 
with civilized people, and to be bet- 
ter cultivators of the soil; which is 
equal, if not superior, to any other : 
also, that the climate is far more heal- 
thy, as the duration of the rainy sea- 
son is shorter and the rains less a- 
bundant than in the neighbourhood 
of Montserada, or Sierra Leone. The 


natives appear to manifest great anx- | 


iety to have their children educated. 
Heace, those three masters of ves- 
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sels, though separate from each other, 
agree in opinion that the Gold Coast 
is by far the most eligible. Saint 
George Del Mina, a strong Dutch 
' garrison, is recommended ; it is com- 
posed of two strong forts, not inferi- 
| Or to any on that coast, situate about 
ten miles from the English garrison 
,at Cape Coast Castle. ‘They state, 
also, that the Dutch are very favour- 
able to the American traders; that 
there is a probability that not only 
the Dutch authorities, but the native 
| chiefs would patronize schools par- 
tially—the country is rich in mine- 
'rals, and that Indian corn is eulti- 
vated : Captain Gould brought from 
the coast 11,000 bushels of corn to 
Ithe West Indies, in the summer of 
'1821. If that should be deemed too 
| near other European factories, Assi- 
/nee is recommended as being at a 
suitable distance, and yet so near as 
to admit of an interchange of friend- 
ly offices—thirty or forty miles. I 
purchased of Captain Devans two 
approved charts of the Western Coast 
of Africa, which will be found to be 
useful, as they exhibit a view of the 
sea-coast, principal rivers, harbours, 
European forts or factories, moun- 
tains, islands, capes, headlands, &c. 

October 30th, left Newport, and 
arrived in Providence where I re- 
ceived the collection which was ta- 
ken up in St. John’s Church, made 
/ some other small collections, but did 
| hot succeed in obtaining more than 
limited aid. 

The causes, among others, whick 
operated against further suceess in 
the Eastern Diocess were, Ist. The 
| parishes, with the exception of those 
| which are in Boston, are not weal- 
thy, and as there are frequent calls 
| made on them for the support of the 
| ministry in parishes where there is 
|not a rector to administer to their 
spiritual wants, therefore many are 
of opinion that their duty requires 
that they should not send their means 
abroad until the destitute parishes 




















are supplied with teachers: 2ndly, 
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The other denominations of Chris- 
tiaus generally are very much en- 
gaged in missionary efforts, se that 
Jess pecuniary aid could he reason- 
ably expected ; though they have 
been very triendly, and appear to re- 
joice that the Episeopal Chureh is 
becoming more engaged on the sub- 
ject of missions, and especially in’ 
behalf of degraded Africa: 3dly, the | 
Rev. Mr. Gurley, Agent of the Col- | 
onization Society, was at the east- | 
ward at the same time. ‘Though | 
most sincerely wished him success 
in obtaining aid for that Society, as 
alsu | presume he wished me to suc- 
ceed in obtaining aid to the Church 
Missionary Society, yet necessarily 
the two objects divided the benevo- 
lence of the public, and each obtain- 
ed less funds than we otherwise 
would, had we solicited at different 
times. ; 
The Rev. Dr. Jarvis, of Boston, 
became an annual subscriber of five | 
dollars. [I endeavoured to obtain 
others, but did not succeed. 
Accompanying this report are 
lists of receipts and expenditures, all 
of which are respectfully submitted, 
by your most obedient and very hum- , 
ble servant, E. Bacon. 











Philadelphia, 19th November, 1822. | 

Moneys received for the Church Missionary 
Society. 

Foreign. 


In Newburyport,.+.+0+.G27 34 
Portsmouth, N. Heeece 29 00 
Salem, Mass.cocccocs 3 00 $30 00 


Domestic. ' 





Boston, Ge destocscctee 50 | 


Bristol, R. eecece 43 00 5 00 | 
Newport, do. cooccece 15 00 
Providence, d0.....6. 18 25 
$367 09 
For domestic purposes,.. 35 00 





Seventy-eight dollars) 402 09 
and fifty cents of 
the above sum was t 78 50 
given in books, clo- | 
thing, &ce. J 





= 
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ADJOURNED MISSIONARY 
MEETING. 

At an adjourned meeting of the 
Episcopalians of the different con- 
gregations of the city otf Phila- 
delphia and suburbs, held at St. 
James's Church, 26th November, 
1822, in relation to the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society : 

‘The Right Rev. Bishop White, 
the President, opened the meeting 
with prayer and took the chair. 

Charles Wheeler was appointed 
Secretary. 

‘The minutes of the last meeting 
were read. 

On motion, it was resolved, That 
the Commiitees be called upon, iu 
the order they are upon the minutes 
to make their reports. 

‘fhe Committee from St. James's 
Church reported, that they have col- 
lected since the last meeting, forty- 
two dollars. 

The Committees for St. Pau!’s, 
St. Peter’s, and ‘'rinity Churches, 
made no report. 

The Committee for St. John’s 
Church reported, that they had col- 
lected fifty-four dollars. 

It was on motion, resolved, That 


|a Committee be appointed to pre- 
| pare and address a circular letter to 


the members of the Committees, urg- 

ing them to attend the duties of their 

appointment ; and to request them to 

make their returns to the Treasurer. 

Whereupon the Rev. Messrs. 

Montgomery and Allen were ap- 
pointed the Committee. 

Adjourned. 
Cus. Wueecer, Secret’y. 
[Church Record. 


Hymn by the Right Rev. RectnaLp HE- 
BER, recently appointed successor to Bish- 
op Middleton, as Bishop of Calcutta. 


From Greenland’s icy mountains, 
From India’s coral strand, 

Where Afric’s sunny fountains 
Roll down their golden sand ; 

From many an ancient river, 


From many a palmy plain, 
1) 





a 





312 


They call us to deliver 
Their iand from Error’s chain. 


What though the spicy breezes 
Biow soft o’er Ceylon’s isle, 
Though every prospect pleases, 

And only man is vile: 
In vain with lavish kindness 
The gifts of God are strewn ; 
The heathen, in bis blindness, 
Bows down to wood and stone. 


Shall we, whose souls are lighted 

With wisdom from on high, 
Shall we, to men benighted 

The lamp of life deny ? 
Salvation! On, salvation! 

The joyful sound proclaim, 
Till each remotest nation 

Has learnt Messiah’s name! 


Wast, waft, ye winds, Hi; story, 
And you, ye waters roll, 
Till, like a sea of glory 
It spreads trom pole to pole; 
Till o'er our ransomed nature 
The Lamb tor sinner- slain, 
Redeemer, King, Creator, 
In bliss returns to reign. 


EPISCOPAL ACTS. 

Ata special ordination, held in St. 
Paul’s church, Charleston, South- 
Carolina, on Sunday the 23d of Fe- 
bruary, 1823, by the Rt. Rev. Bish- 
op Bowen, Benjamin Huger Fleming, 
of Georgetown, was admitted to the 


holy order of Deacons. Morning 
service was performed by the Kev. 
Mr. Delavaux, rector of St Matthew’s 
parish, and the sermon preached by 
the Rev. Mr. Hanckell, rector of St. 
Paul’s. 

Oo Thursday the 27th of Februa- 
ry, 1823, St. Stephen’s church, in 
Philadelphia, was consecrated to the 
service of Almighty God, by the 
Right Rev. William White, D. D. 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
church in this state, in the presence 
of the Kight Rev. John Heary Ho- 
bart, D. D. of New-York, the epis- 


copal clergy of this city, and a large 


concourse of other persons. 
Morning prayer was celebrated by 
tbe Rey. Dr. Abercrombie, and the 


A 
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Rev. James Montgomery ;. and a 
very appropriate ani impressive 
sermon delivered by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Hobart, from Heb. xti. part 


of the 23d verse. 
[Christ. Journal. 


CONSECRATION. 


On Saturday morning, the 5th in- 
stant, Cbrist Church io Anthony 
street near Broadway, io the city of 
N. York, was consecrated to the ser- 
vice of Almighty God by the Right 
Rev. Bisho» Hobart, agreeably to the 
rites and ceremonies ol theProtestant 
Episcopal Church in the United 
States. The day was remarkable 
fine for the season, which favoured 
the attendance of a very large and 
respectable congregation, whose se- 
rious deportment and attention to 
the solemn and impressive service, 
evinced a conviction that they 
regarded themselves assembled in 
the Temple of the ever living God. 
‘I'he consecration sermon by the Di- 
ocesan, was highly appropriate, and 
delivered with his accustomed ani- 
| mation, dignity, and solemnity. 
The erection of this chaste and 
| splendid edifice reflects great honour 
on the spirit and enterprize of the 
Rev. Dr. Lyell (Rector) and his peo- 
ple. ‘he site is very favourable, on 
elevated ground, a dry soil, and of 
easy access from the west side of 
Broadway, in the midst of a very re- 
spectable population. The form ie 











oblong, about 100 feet by 65;. the 
| sides and rear of neat grey stone; the 
front and tower is faced with brown 
hewn stone of superior quality and 
workmanship. ‘lhe doors and win- 
dows in front are nicked and arched 
in the true pointed Gothic style ; the 
windows in the flanks and rear, 
are also arched in the pointed form, 
and cased with brown hewn stone. 
A quadrangular tower, projecting 
about 3 feet from the face of the front 
wall, and about ninety feet eleva- 
tion, is crowned with an open bat- 








tlement, and diagonal pyramids.— 
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The vestry room, twenty feet by 
eight, is in the rear, from which a 
flight of steps leads to the pulpit — 
T he interior is finished in a plain Go- 
thic style, corresponding with the 
exterior, and contains 124 pews on 
the first floor, and 66 in the galleries, 
constructed on an improved plan, 
that contributes greatly to the ease 
and comfort of the occupants, as well 
as to their seeing and hearing the 
minister.—J here is a gradual decli- 
vity tothe chancel, which ts in tront 
of the pulpit, surrounded with a neat 
railing excluding the reading desk. 
The pulpit, canopy, and altar, are in 
a style bordering on the florid Goth- 
ic, and probably not surpassed in 
classic associations and exquisite 
workmanship, by any thing of the 
kind ia this country. ‘The whole ot 
this beautiful Gothic structure does 
great credit to the taste and talents 
of the architect, Mr. Jas. O’Donnel. 

It isundersood that the Rev. Man- 
ton Eastburn, has been appointed by 
the vestry of Christ Church, assist- 
ant to the Rev. Dr. Lyell, (Keetor,) 
and that it is intended to have three 
services every Sunday, and one on 
every Wednesday evening, while the 
season permits. 


COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


The sixth annual meeting of the 
American Colonization Society, was 
held in the Capitol, Washington Ci- 
ty,on Thursday, February 20, 1823. 

In the absence of the President 
and Vice President, General Charles 
F. Mercer was called to the chair. 
The Annual Report was then read 
by the Agent ; and. on the motion 
of George Washington Parke Custis, 


Esq. 
Resolved Unanimously, 
That the thanks of this Society are due 
to the Managers and Officers of the Society, 
for the faithful discharge of their duties dur- 
ing the past year. . 
On the motion of General R. G. 
Harper, 
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Resolved Unanimously, 

That the thanks of this Society be pre- 
sented to the President and Officers of the 
Massachusetts Society, to aid in the sup- 
pression of the Slave Trade; for the kind 
assistance lent by them to the Agent of the 
Board in his recent visit to New-England ; 
and that they be assured that this Society 
entertain for them sentiments of high con- 
sideration and esteem. 

On the motiou of Gen. W. Jones, 

Resolved Unanimously, - 

That this Society gratefully acknowledge 
their obligations to Governor sir Charles 
M‘€arthy, sir Charles Grant, the Hon. K. 
M‘Cauley, the Rev. Mr. Flood, Dr. Show- 
er, and the Rev. Mr Jobnson of Sierra Le- 
one, for their kind attention to the Society's 
Agent, and to the Colonists during their re- 
sidence at Fourah Bay. 

Qn the motion of the Hon. Wm, 
D. Williamson. 

Resolved Unanimously, 

That the thanks of this Society be given 
to Dr. Eli Ayres, for his important services, 
while acting as Agent on the coast of Afri- 
ca. 
On the motion of Mr. Gurley. 

Resolved Unanimously. 

That this Society cherish a grateful remem- 
brance of the pious exertions of the late 
Mrs. Ashmun. 


OFFICERS. 


The Hon. Busnrop Wasnineton, 
President. 


Vice Presidents. 


Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, of Georgia, 
Hon. Henry Clay, of Kentucky. 
| Hon. Wm. Philips, of Massach’tts. 
| Hon. Henry Rutgers, of New-York. 
| Hon. John E. Howard, of Maryland. 
| Hon- John C. Herbert, of Maryland. 
Hon. Daniel Webster, of Boston. 
Isaac M*Kim, Esq. of Maryland. 
General R. G. Harper, of Maryland. 
General John Hartwell Cocke, of Va. 
General Charles F. Mercer, Va- 
Robert Kalston, Esq. of Penn. 
Right Rev- Bishop White, of Penn. 
Jeremiah Day, D. D. of Yale Col- 
lege. 
General John Mason, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 








Samuel Bayard, Esq. of New-Jersey. 
William H. Fitzhugh, Esq. of Va. 
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Managers. 

Francis S. Key, Esq. Walter Jones, 
Esq., Rev. Dr. James Laurie, Rev. 
Dr. S. B. Balch, Rev. Obadiah B. 
Brown, Rev. Dr. W. H. Wilmer, 
Rev. William Hawley, Rev. Henry 


Foxall, Jacob Hoffmaun, Esq., Willi- ) 


am Thornton, Esq., Joseph Gales, 
jun. Esq., Col. Henry Ashton. 
Elias B. Caldwell, Esq. Secretary. 
Jobn Underwood, Esq. Recording 
Secretary. 
Richard Smith, Esq. Treasurer. 
Ralph Randolph Gurley, Agent. 


REPORT. 


Great designs are, in their execu- 
tion, seldom attended with immediate 
success. This remark is most strik- 
ingly true, of those designs which 
tend to improve the civil and moral 
condition of mankind. 

Those causes which change the 
characters of nations, though they 
may be simple in their nature, and 
certain in their result, are naturally 
slow in their operation; and it is not 
until long after the first influence is 
felt on the public mind, that they are 
known in their full nnd extended 
power. 

The Board of Managers of the 
American Colonization Society, com- 
menced their efforts, with no hope of 
exemption from those discourage- 
ments, which are occasionally felt by 
all who labour in the cause of hu- 
manity and virtue. ‘They knew. too 
well, the ordinary fate of benevolent 
enterprizes, to imagine that their 
progress would be unimpeded ; and 
they saw, too clearly, the difficulties 
peculiar to their own object, to ex- 


pect its accomplishment, without the | 
experience of both opposition and | 


calamity. 

W ho that is accustomed to reflec- 
tion, does not perceive that the de- 
sign of our Society, while it appeals 
for aid to the interest of the South, 
to the humanity of the North, and to 
the religion of the whole country, is 
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necessarily of such a character, as to 
(array against it the prejudices of nu- 
|merous individuals throughout the 
‘land. Hence the managers have been 
represented by some, as the enemies 
of subordination ; by others, as the 
advocates of slavery, and by others, 
as deranged with enthusiusm. Con- 
scious, however, of the rectitude of 
their principles, and convinced of the 
feasibility of their plans, they have 
persevered, confident that their mo- 
tives will one day be duly appreciat- 
ed, and trusting their cause to the 
Ruler of the world. 

It is with no ordinary pleasure, that 
the Board express their opinion, that 
at no time since the institution of their 
Society, were their friends so nume- 
rous as at the present moment, nor 
public sentiment so favourable to 
their object. 

Recent public events did indeed 
excite feelings, especially at the north, 
hostile to their design ; but as these 
feelings had their origin, either in 
misapprehension, or in that spirit of 
animosity which forms its judgments 
without the distinctions of reason 
they have already begun to subside: 
and the Board consider the remain- 
ing motions of enmity or dissatisfac- 
tion, as only ** the workings of a sea, 
before a calm, which rocks itself to 
rest.’ This very opposition will,they 
doubt not, be rendered subservient 
to the interests of Africa: because 
the public mind, when settled into 
tranquillity, must discern the unrea- 
sonableness of its own prejudices ; 
and instructed by experience, must 
be prepared to aid the cause of eolo- 
nization, entirely convinced of its 
importance, and guarded forever 
against inconstancy and suspicion. 

Had the Board, in their last Re- 
port, predicted that before another 
anniversary, their proceedings would 
result in some great achievement, 
demonstrating to all the world, the 
wisdom of their plans, they had evinc - 
ed understandings as weak as their 
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expectations were vain. That man is | 


intelligence was confirmed ; but the 


but ill prepared to act for the bene- | firmness and energy of the Society’s 


fit of a world, whose benevolence is 
confined to present generations, , 
and who refuses to promote a scheme, | 
because posterity only can witness 


Agent, checked the rising opposition 
and restored peace, 

Doririg the month of February, 
disease prevailed among the colonists 





its completion, and enjoy the fulness | and prevented any vigorous exertions. 
of its salutary influence. Several of the coloured people had, 

Though in reviewing the past year, ‘of necessity, remained at Fourah 
the noard find no extraordinary eflects | Bay. ‘These persons arrived at 
of their exertions, which they might | Montserado in the Calypso, on the 
relate for the sake of those who will | 16th of that month. Dr. Ayres, 
act only in concert with miraculous | knowing that his pres2nce was de- 
agency, yet they would be insensible } manded at Sierra Leone, immediate- 
to religious duty, were they to fail in | ly embarked in this vessel for Free- 
offering thanks to Heaven, for a town: from which place, after having 
measure of success equal to their ex- | concluded the settlement of accounts, 
pectations; sufficient to confirm hope | he received on board the remaining 
and invigorate resolution. | colonists, sailed for Montserado, and 

It will be recollected, that immedi- | anchored at the Cape on the 7th of 
ately after the purchase of a territo- | April He found the Colony in con- 





ry, Dr. Ayres, proceeded to Sierra | 
Leone, for the purpose of removing 
the colonists to the spot selected for 
their establishment. During their 
residence at lourah Bay, several of 
the people showed a spirit of insub- 
ordination which required vigorous 
measures for its suppression. When, 
therefore it was announced that on the 
ist of January a vessel would sail for 
Cape Montserado, and that all must 
at that time be prepared for their 
departure, though the intelligence 
excited general joy, three or four 
individaals neglected the injunction, 
and remained as residents in the 
British Colony; an event by no means 
to be regretted. 

The colonis‘s arrived at Cape 
Montserado on the 7th of January.— 
it was soon ascertained, that King 
Peter had been condemned by the 
other chiefs of the country, for the: 
sale of the land, and threatened with 
the loss of his head ; and that it had 
been decreed that our people should 
leave the coast. This information 
was disregarded. The vessel was 
unloaded, and preparations were 
made for building. Another interview 
however, with the Kings was found 


fusion and alarm. 


A British prize 
slave vessel had during his absence, 
|solicited permission to take water 
from the Cape, and received an af- 
firmative answer to her request.— 
This vessel parted her cable and was 
thrown on shore. The spirit of hos- 
tility, excited by a dispute between 
the Captain and one of the Kings, 
added to the powerful motive presen- 
ted by the presence of a French ves- 
sel, waiting for her complement of 
slaves, induced the natives to attack 
her with the purposes of plunder. 
Several of our people engaged in 
her defence. In the contest which 
ensued, and which they in vain en- 
| deavoured to prevent, two of the 
natives were unfortunately killed ; 
and on the succeeding day, a British 
soldier and one of our colonists. — 
Through the criminal inadvertency 
of an English sailor, who discharged 
a cannon in the immediate vicinity of 
the store-house, this building took 
fire : and with it, most of the clothing, 
provisions, and utensils, of the Colo- 
ny were destroyed. 

Dr. Ayres perceived the necessity 
‘for an immediate convention of the 
Kings. In this convention he gave a 








indispensable. Here the previous 


‘concise history of his proceeding: 
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since his arrival in Africa ; and main- |} Ashmun, and thirty-five colonists.— 
tained with spirit and boldness his |} Mr. Ashmun was charged with the 
right to the purchased territory. Af- || management of certain re-captured 
ter some opposition and delay, the |} Africans, and also received authority 
whole assembly, amounting to seven- |} to act as temporary Agent of the 
teen Kings and thirty-four half Kings, |} Board. These re-captured Africans 
assented to the settlement of the |] were from the State of Georgia, fif- 
colonists : and on the 25th of April,}/ teen in number, rescued by the be- 
the American flag was hoisted on}/nevolence of our government from 


Cape Montserado. 
. The commencement of the rains, 
the unexpected difficulty of building, 
and the impossibility of obtaining na- 
tive labour on account of the receut 
disturbances, conspired to reader the 
condition of the colonists at this time 
both critical and distressing. 





the claims of injustice, and now sent 
out under the protection and at the 
expense of the United States. The 
Strong arrived at Montserado, on the 
8th of August. Mr. Ashmun accord- 
ing to his instructions, immediately 
assu:ned the agency, adopted such 


Dr. || regulations and proceeded to the ex- 


Ayres resolved on visiting the United || ecution of such works, as seemed 
States, to acquaint the Society with} likely to prove most conducive to 
the necessities of the colony, and to || the harmony and defence of the Co- 


obtain supplies for its relief. Not- 
withstanding their discouraging cir- 
cumstances, most of the colonists, 
with a zeal and resolution highly 
honourable to their character, deter- 
mined to retain possession of a terri- 
tory acquired with so much difficulty 
and so much suffering; and therefore 
proceeded at once, with ardour and 
diligence, to prepare for a continu- 
ance at the Cape. Accompanied, 
however, by a few individuals, the 
Agent again visited Sierra Leone, 
obtained provisions for the Colony, 
returned to Montserado, appointed 
one of the most respectable colonists 
to act as superintendent during his 
absence ; and after witnessing with 








lony. By the return of the Strong, 
the Society have been furnished with 
ample communications from the 
Agent; particularly with bis daily 
journal from the 8th of August to the 
12th of September, which, when it 
is considered that it was written du- 
ring the intervals of a violent fever, 
bears high testimony to the zeal and 
industry of its author It contains 
much important information, concern- 
ing the situation, harbour, soil, and 
advantages of the Colony, its present 
condition and necessities, and is en- 
riched with many valuable remarks. 

All the intelligence from Africa, 
during the last year, has served to 
convince the Board in their previous 


high satisfaction the peace and com-|j opinions ; and confident they are, 
parative prosperity of the settlement, || that it is only requisite to diffuse 
took passage for this country on the || correct information concerning the 
4th of June. And here the Board |j condition and prospects of the colony, 
would mention from among the colo- |] to obtain far it, from all parts of the 
nists, as particularly worthy of com- | country, that immediate aid, which 
mendation, for their good conduct, |} will render it the perpetual light ef 
fortitude, and active: co-operation || Africa, and an eternal monument to 
with the agent, amid his numerous | our nation’s praise. 
hang ieee and discouragements,|| There are now in Africa, about 
lijah Johnston, Joseph Blake, Lot || one hundred and thirty settlers, oc- 


Carey, and Richmond Sampson. cupying a station, which according to 


The brig Strong, Captain Otis, |} Engtish, as well as American testimo- 
sailed from Baltimore, on the 19th of}/ ny, surpasses in advantages for a 
June, having on board Mr. and Mrs.!! colonial establishment, any other si- 
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tuation on the coast. A town has 
been commenced on a regular plan, 
comfortable houses constructed, and 
works thrown up for defence against 
the Barbarian powers. The natives 
are generally amicable: and were 
it otherwise, little apprehension 
would be felt, since a concerted at- 
tack is altogether improbable, and 
each King can but command a small 
force, destitute alike of conduct and 
courage. The barbour may with 
very small expense be rendered ex- 
cellent; the fands are easily cleared 
and cultivated ; the soil is rich, and 
yields in abundance the most valuable 
productions of the tropical climates. 
Not an instance of sickness has occur- 
red during the season, among those 
colonists who had passed one year 
in Africa; and the fever which at- 
tacked those who went out in the 
Strong, has in most cases been mild 
and easily subdued. 

It is with pain that the Board re- 
cord the death of Mrs. Ashmun. 
whose Christian zeal and charity, 
will long be remembered at the Co- 
lony, and admired in her native land. 
She fell a sacrifice to her disinter- 
ested kindness: as the Board have 
been informed, that during every 
intermission of fever, while her 
strength permitted, she was found 
administering to the wants and alle- 
viating the sufferings of others. 

The Managers cannot but consider 
the fact, that there prevails exten- 
sively, among the African tribes, a 
etrong desire for our language, and 
the arts of civilized life, as one most 
auspicious, and which should admin- 
ister reproof to indifference, as well 
as encouragement to effort. 

The principal King of the region 
bordering upon our territory, expres- 
sed almost rapturous jey, when told 
that his people should be instructed 
in the American method of manufac- 
turing cloths, and earnestly requested 
Dr. Ayres, to bring his son to this 
country, and afford him here the 
means ef education. 
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of this request was prevented only, 
by the reluctance of the boy to leave 
bis native shores. 

The present Agent has already 
entered into negotiations for trade, 
with several of the tribes, and also 
admitted several African youths toa 
residence in the Colony; and‘ the 
Board indulge the hope, that the 
time is not remote, when their Set- 
tlement by its schools, and ministers, 
shall impart to many of these Barba- 
rians, that knowledge which civilizes 
and elevates the character ; which 
softens and subdues the soul. 

The disposition among the free peo- 
ple of colour to emigrate to Africa, 
is daily increasing, nor can the Board 
doubt, that when the permanency of 
the Colony is no longer uncertain, 
vessels will be fitted out by them, at 
their own expense, from most of the 
cities in our country. In Petersburg, 
Va. and its vicinity, they have already 
determined to make preparations for 
a voyage, and have requested the 
sanction of the Board to their pro- 
ceedings. A_ similar disposition 
has been manifested in other places. 

The past year has also afforded 
evidence, to corroborate the opinion 
expressed by the Board in their for- 
mer Reports, that many extensive 
proprietors of slaves will emancipate 
their servants, and aid in their trans- 
fer to Africa, as soon as the Colony 
shall be prepared for their reception. 
The Managers cannot determine the 
extent of this liberal disposition ; but 
when they reflect upon the frequen- 
cy of manumissions, wherever the 
law has imposed no restriction, when 
they consider the power of example, 
in whatever concerns the honourable, 
and generous of human character, 
and especially, when they recollect 
the institutions of their country, and 
the light of the age, they are induced 
to expect, that should prosperity 
attend the Colony, thousands now in 
servitude amongst us, will one day be 





A compliance | 


freemen in the land of their ancestors. 
(To he concluded in our nezt.) 
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MAINE CONVENTION. 


At the second annual convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the state of Maine. holden at Gar- 
diner, October 3, 1821. 

The Rev. G. W. Olney, Rector of 
Christ Church, in Gardiner, was 
elected President. 

William T. Vaughan, Esq. of 
Portland, was chosen Secretary, pro 
tempore. 

Voted, That the Rev. Mr. Olney, 
Rev. Mr. Tén Broeck, Robert H. 
Gardiner, and Simon Greenleaf, 
Esqrs. be delegates to any general 
convention of the Protestant Episco 
pal Church, during the present year, 
and until the next annual convention. 

Voted, That this convention re- 
commend to the clergy of this State 
to perform, occasional missionary 
services, and that, if they deem it 
for the interest of the church, they 
should be absent two or three sab- 
baths in the course of the year on 
this duty. 

At the ‘hird annual convention of 
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the Rev. Mr. Ten Broeck, and Mr. 
Stephen Waite, be a committee for 
the above purpose. 

Voted that the standing committee 
consist of four. Rev. Mr. Olney, 
Rev. Mr. Ten Broeck, Robert H. 
Gardiner, and Simon Greenleaf, es- 
quires, were chosen. 

Rev. Gideon W- Olney, and Rey. 
Petrus S. Ten Broeck, were chosen 
clerical delegates; and Robert H. 
Gardiner, Esq., William Tristram 
Vaughan, Esq., and Mr. M. Plant 
Sawyer, and Mr. William Jacob 
Quincy were chosen lay delegates, 


to the next general convention. 


The Rev. Gideon W. Olney was 


chosen trustee to the general thec- 


logical seminary at New York. 
Voted, That the next annual con- 
vention be hoklen at Gardider. 
Voted that the Rev. Gideon W. 
Olney be requested to preach before 
the next convention. 

Voted, That the Secretary send a 
copy of the proceedings of this 
convention to the publisher of the 
Gospel Advocate, for publication. 





the Protestant Episcopal Church, in | 
the state of Maine, holden at Portland, 
October 2, 1822. 

The Right Rev. Alexander B. | 
Griswold was President, ex officio. 

Prayers were offered by the Rev. | 
Mr. Olney of Christ Church. A_ 
most excellent sermon was then de-. 
livered by the Bishop, from 2, Cor. | 
iv. 1,2, after which confirmation and. 
the holy sacrament of the Lord’s’ 
supper were administered by the. 
Bishop, assisted by Rev. Mr. Olney. | 


The committee appointed to wait 
on the Bishop, and request a copy of 
his sermon, delivered before this 
convention, for publication reported, 


| that they had attended to that service, 


and that the Bishop declined comply- 
ing with their request. [Gospel Adv. 





We are gratified to learn, that the 
Rev. J. S. Ravenscroft, of Virginia, 
has recently been elected Bishop of 
the Diocess of North Carolina. He 
will probably be consecrated at the 


ane, oe religious services were | next meeting of the General Conven- 
over, the convention entered upon |tion in Philadelphia, on the 20th 


the “business before them. 

Dr. John Merrill was chosen Se- 
cretary. , 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Olney, 
Voted, That a committee be chosen 
to wait on the Bishop, and request a 


copy of the excellent discourse de-. 


livered by him, before this conven- 


instant. 





| To Correspondents. 

Strictures, &c. by a Clergyman, and an 
Obituary by a Friend, have been received. 
| Buchanan, and illustration of a passage of 

Scripture, are under consideration 
ose communications noticed in our 


| March number, and not yet published, will 





tio. for the press. 
oted, That the Rev. Mr Olney, 


| be attended to as soon as we can find-room 
for their insertion. 
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